
For the first time in more than one 
hundred years, a man from Louisiana is 
the National President of the Ancient Or-
der of Hibernians.  By a vote of acclama-
tion, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
gathered for their biennial national con-
vention in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
elected Judge James F. McKay III to the 
top post of the National Board.  Once the 
vote had been recorded, all members of 
the Louisiana delegation stood and roared 
their applause for the man who had re-
stored Hibernianism in Louisiana more 
than twenty-five years ago. 

McKay succeeds outgoing President 
Brendan Moore, who completed two 
terms as National President and continues 
on the board in an advisory role.  On the 
ladies side of Hibernianism, Patricia 
O’Connell was voted to the top post in a 
very close and spirited campaign. 

The election of McKay topped a week 
in which a huge number of Louisiana del-
egates attended and showed their support 

for “Da Judge.”  Held in the Atlantic City 
Harrah’s, the convention featured a varie-
ty of committee meetings, vendor spots, 
and the general sessions in the main hall. 

The evening events featured the Ice 
Breaker, the Irish Night, and the Installa-
tion Banquet.  At the Installation Ban-
quet, Judge McKay, as newly sworn Na-
tional President, presented Major Gen-
eral Patrick Henry Brady, Medal of Hon-
or Recipient, with the John F. Kennedy 
Medal, the highest award given by the 
Hibernians. General Brady, who saved 
the lives of more than seventy U.S. ser-
vice members by flying them out of the 
combat zone using four helicopters. all of 
which were riddled by bullets. 

In his acceptance remarks, General 
Brady spoke passionately about his deep-
rooted Irish Catholic heritage. Eyes glis-
tened in the ballroom as General Brady 
related how his Catholic faith carried him 
from mission to mission through the hell-
fire of the most harrowing battles in the 

Vi-

etnam War. While serving as a helicopter 
pilot in Vietnam, Brady was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for a se-
ries of heroic rescues, which began at 
sunrise and ended after dark. Brady’s air-
craft were so severely damaged that three 
aircraft were required to complete the 
missions and at the days’ end the aircraft 
he flew had patients, many of whom 
would have died without expeditious 
medical care. In two tours in Vietnam, 
Brady flew over 2,500 combat missions 
and rescued over 5,000 wounded.  

Brady credited his Catholic faith and his 
Irish humor in lifting his spirits and help-
ing him to persevere through the darkest 
hours of the war.  

(Continued on page 5) 
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POLITICAL EDUCATION: IN THE WAKE OF THE HISTORIC BREXIT VOTE, 
HIBERNIANS CALL FOR A VOTE ON A REUNIFIED IRELAND 

by Neil Consgrove, AOH Political Education Chair 
In the wake of the historic vote by the 

citizens of the United Kingdom to leave the 
European Union, the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians calls for a vote, as provided for in the 
Good Friday Agreement, to allow the citizens of 
Northern Ireland to decide if they wish to leave 
the United Kingdom and to reunify with the Irish 
Republic and the European Union. 

Per National President Brendan Moore: “For those 
who seek a reunification of Ireland and the return of 
sovereignty to the Irish people, the recent ‘Brexit’ vote 
and the mandate for the United Kingdom to leave the 
European Union is not without its ironies. We note that 
a widely circulated photo of a pro-Leave banner stated: 

‘Vote Leave … and honor those who died for our 
freedom from foreign rule.’ Certainly, Irish Republicans 
from Wolfe Tone to Bobby Sands would understand 
those sentiments. In that spirit, the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians believe that the people of Northern Ireland 
should have the same opportunity to vote to ‘Leave’ the 
United Kingdom as the people of England were given to 
leave United Europe.” 

A more dangerous irony of the Brexit vote is 
a re-emergence of what has been the true curse of 
Irish History, not sectarianism, but the “double 
standard”; that in an alleged “United Kingdom” 
there is one rule for England and another for 
Ireland. The poster child for this duplicity is 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Theresa 

Villiers. Ms. Villiers has been an unabashed 
cheerleader for the Leave Campaign, her activities 

(Continued on page 5) 



When those of us who first recon-
stituted the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians in Louisiana got together more 
than twenty-eight years ago, very 
few of us had any idea that we were 
in fact joining an organization that 
extended throughout the country.  
We simply believed that we were 
joining an organization whose mem-
bers adhered strongly to the Catholic 
faith and the Irish heritage much the 
same way our friends in the Irish 
Channel and other clubs throughout 
the city did and that we were having 
a first-rate Mass and banquet on St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

However, we soon came to un-
derstand that the AOH was some-
thing different, especially when the 
likes of Joseph Roche and the late 
Tom Gilligan and a host of other 
national Hibernian officers suddenly 
started showing up at our gatherings 
and parades, paying tribute to the 
great Irish spirit of Louisiana and 
how the rest of nation was happy to 
have New Orleans back in the Hi-
bernian fold. 

And then we hosted the Hibernian 
National Convention in 1992.  We 
showed the gathered patrons how to 
have a Mardi Parade replete with 
floats and police through the grand 
ballroom of the Hilton, and sudden-
ly, more than just the National Board 
was focused on New Orleans.  Two 
years later our late Brother Axel 
Stromboe went to the National Con-
vention in Louisville and proceeded 
to cook and cook and cook for three 
days straight, and Brother Jim 
McKay rode those satisfied stomachs 
to a spot as National Director. 

Fourteen years later, New Orle-
ans hosted yet another National Con-
vention, revolutionizing what a 
“hospitality suite” truly meant and 
propelling Brother McKay to the 
position of National Treasurer.  Four 
years later in Syracuse, New York, 
Brother McKay became National 
Vice-President.   

Thus, it has come to pass that last 
July, in a vote of acclamation, James 
Francis McKay III, son of Louisiana 
and one of the proud bearers of the 

Irish standard in this corner of the 
world, became National President of 
an organization that has more than 
20,000 members and is the foremost 
Irish-Catholic organization for men 
in this country. 

Brother McKay’s work on behalf 
of the Order both here and national-
ly has been lauded numerous times 
in this space, and we know that he 
will continue to serve the Ancient 
Order as President as ably and as 
honorably as he did in his previous 
positions. 

On the larger scale, the eyes of 
Hibernians throughout the nation 
now look to Louisiana’s Irish to be a 
standard bearer.  The last time that 
happened was more than a century 
ago. This is not just Brother McKay’s 
moment.  This moment belongs to 
everyone who came together twenty
-eight years ago and all those who 
have worked to keep alive the Irish 
spirit. 

It is our moment to shine. 
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By Brother Paco Scanlan 
For those hoping that the 

recent Brexit vote might 
portend a fast track to 
unification, the news is not as 
good as many would hope. 

Irish voters, furious with the 
government’s handling of 
Ireland’s financial crisis, are 
poised to cut by half the 

number of seats the governing 
party Fianna Fail (FF) now 
holds in Ireland’s lower 
Parliament (The Dail).  The 
elections are set for February 
25, and it is almost certain Fine 
Gael (FG) will hand FF its 
worst defeat ever and replace 
FF as the largest party in the 
Dail for the first time since 

1932.  The latest opinion polls 
give FF only 16 percent of the 
vote.  It garnered 42 percent in 
the last elections, held in 2007.  

The center-right FG will 
likely form a coalition 
government with the center-
left Labour Party, which is 
expected to finish second in 

(Continued on page 3) 

EDITORIAL - IRISH ELECTIONS AND THE FINANCIAL CRISIS 
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by Brother Martin Kearney 

The Fathers Cronin and Macleay Division 
held its Seventh Annual Silent/Live Auction 
this past June. Our sole fundraiser for the 
year, weatherman Bruce Katz of Channel 8 
(Fox) News served as Guest Auctioneer and 
helped make the event a resounding success. 
Thanks go out all of our AOH Brothers who 
supported this event, especially those who 
organized it, those who “worked” it, and those 

Brothers from our own division, as well as 
those from other divisions, who donated items 
and/or purchased items from the large 
selection that were ‘on offer.’ 

This division also was happy to make two 
donations to Boys and Girls State: a camp that 
teaches young women and men how to be 
tomorrow’s leaders in their communities. A 
victim of the horrendous August flood, 
because of health issues and the loss of his 

home, was helped by our division, as well, 
with a check for $500. 

The division looks forward to a 
productive new year under the leadership of 
recently elected National AOH President, our 
own Judge Jim McKay, whom we 
congratulate, as well as under Judge Jimmy 
Kuhn’s leadership as our State AOH 
President.  

Licensed Residential and Commercial 
Contractor servicing the Greater New 
Orleans Area since 2003.  

Thinking about remodeling? Dreaming 
of a new house? Give us a call today!  

(504) 287-1598  

the elections.  Labour and FG have 
strongly clashed over financial policy 
during the campaign, however, and there 
is a chance the FG and Greens will form 
the next government.  FG leader Enda 
Kenny should be the next Taoiseach 
(Prime Minister). 

Ireland became one of Europe’s richest 

economies in the 1990’s.  This resulted in 
part from foreign investment that was 
encouraged by Ireland’s well-educated 
workforce and friendly tax structure.  But 
a property boom, underpinned by reckless 
bank practices, was what largely fueled 
the sky-rocketing economy.  The property 
bubble burst in 2008, precipitating the 
financial crisis.  Voters blame current 
Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Brian Cowen 

not only for mishandling the crisis and but 
also for allowing the property bubble to 
grow while he was finance minister for 
four years prior to becoming Taoiseach in 
2007.  He was forced out as FF party 
leader this January and only managed to 
hang on to his job as Taoiseach by agreeing 
to dissolve the Dail and hold elections.  

Among the results of the crisis is that 
Ireland’s budget deficit grew to be one of 

FINANCIAL CRISIS 
(Continued from page 2) 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians in Louisiana 
offers its sincerest thanks and hearty congratulations to  

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  
BRENDAN MOORE 

for four years of excellent and honorable leadership as National 
President of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. 

The Louisiana Hibernians always have a welcome on the mat for you! 

REPUBLIC OF WEST FLORIDA NEWS 
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YOUR 2016-2018 NATIONAL HIBERNIAN BOARD 

Back row, left to right: National Directors Liam McNabb, Tom O’Donnell, Dan Dennehy, John Wilson, Denny 
Parks, Bill Sullivan 
Front row, left to right: National Secretary Jere Cole, Judge McKay, National Vice-President Danny O’Connell, 
National Treasurer Sean Pender  

The Ancient Order of Hibernians in Louisiana congratulates the National 
Board members on their election! 

James F. McKay III 

National President 

Daniel O’Connell 

National Vice-President 

Sean Pender 

National Treasurer 

Jere Cole 

National Secretary 

Liam McNabb 

Tom O’Donnell 

Dan Dennehy 

John Wilson 

Denny Parks 

Bill Sullivan 

 

National Directors 
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General Brady is the only living Army 
veteran of Vietnam to hold both the Med-
al of Honor and the Distinguished Service 
Cross, our Nation’s second highest award. 
His other awards include two Distin-
guished Service Medals; the Defense Su-
perior Service Medal; the Legion of Merit; 
six Distinguished Flying Crosses; two 
Bronze Stars, one for valor; the Purple 
Heart, the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry 
with palm and Silver Star and 53 Air Med-

als, one for valor. He is recognized as the 
most decorated living veteran.  

After the respective social events each 
evening, many of the Hibernians repaired 
to the various hospitality suites.  The 
suites have come a long way from the 
small, little rooms with beer and a few 
banners as each region tried to outdo the 
other with excellent food and drink com-
bined with great Irish entertainment. 

The Louisiana delegation combined with 
several states throughout the South to host 
an excellent set of parties worthy of a Na-
tional President. 

The next convention is in Louisville, 
Kentucky in 2018, the same site where 
Judge McKay was first elected to the Na-
tional Board.  

Hopefully, the Hibernians will have rea-
son to celebrate a re-election! 

CONVENTION 

(Continued from page 1) 

taking priority over her more mundane duties such 
as seeking justice for the victims of Loughlin Island 
and other incidents of state colluded murder. 
While celebrating the Brexit vote, Ms. Villiers is 
simultaneously dismissing calls for a border poll on 
Irish reunification on the grounds that, per Ms. 
Villiers, “none of the polls indicate there is support 
for a United Ireland.” We point out that the most 
recent “poll” of the people of Northern Ireland, 
Ms. Villiers’ beloved Brexit vote, indicates 
otherwise. In the Brexit vote, over 55.8% of the 
people of Northern Ireland indicated that they 
wish to remain in the European Union, an 
opportunity that a united Ireland would afford 
them. For Ms. Villiers to publicly defend a “Leave” 

vote on a margin of 4% as a mandate to reshape 
the map of Europe while claiming that the 11% 
margin indicating the people of Northern Ireland 
wish to remain in Europe is insufficient to allow 
the people of Northern Ireland an opportunity to 
fulfill their will through a vote on Irish 
reunification would appear to indicate that Ms. 
Villiers is mathematically and logically challenged. 

The AOH calls on more prudent heads in 
Westminster, Stormont and Dublin to ensure that 
the principles of the Good Friday Agreement are 
honored and its dividends of peace not squandered 
by Ms. Villiers and her continued duplicitous 
policies in Northern Ireland. Let us not let Ms. 
Villiers, through political machinations and 
equivocations, lose the opportunity for peace in 
Ireland in the 21st century as Asquith did in the 
20th. Let us not have another Irish generation lose 
faith in the process of peaceful legislative change to 

achieve their aspirations for their country because 
British politicians redefine agreed commitments on 
a whim to suit their political agenda and appease 
their handlers in Westminster. Let us continue to 
work to take down the oxymoronic “peace walls” 
in Belfast and Derry, not create new Brexit-
inspired walls on the borders of Armagh, Tyrone, 
Fermanagh and Derry. Let us not risk a return to 
the bullet and the bayonet only because, for self-
serving political motives, Ms. Villiers fears the 
ballot. Let us accord the people of Northern 
Ireland the same right to choose their future 
association with the United Kingdom in the same 
way the citizens of the United Kingdom were 
allowed to speak on their association with a United 
Europe. Let us have a vote on Irish reunification 
now. 

BREXIT VOTE 
(Continued from page 1) 

the worst in Europe.  For a long period, 
the Irish government insisted that the 
country would require no assistance, but 
finally last November it was forced to 
negotiate a $114 billion bailout from the 
European Union (EU) and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF).  To secure these 
loans, Ireland had to agree to adopt 
extreme austerity measures and raise taxes 
-- the tax increases will raise taxes for 
many middle income earners to about 41 
percent.  Irish voters already had thee 
years of austerity under their belts because 
of the crisis, and these additional spending 
cuts and taxes further infuriated them.  
Among the charges against Cowen is that 
he sacrificed Irish sovereignty in exchange 
for the bailout  

In spite of the size of the bailout, it is by 
no means a given that Ireland will emerge 
from the crisis soon.  Investors remain 
skeptical about Ireland's ability to service 
its debt because of its low economic 
growth rate, even when a more stable 
government is in place after the elections 
and with the tough budget taking effect.  

On February 3, the New York Times 
editorialized about the situation that “The 
European Union provided bailout money 
last fall, but with austerity conditions so 
strict and interest rates so high that Ireland 
has been left with no realistic prospects for 
resuming growth and paying off its debts 
…. Ireland’s debts are so large, and its 
interest rates so high, that it now needs 5 
percent annual growth just to stay afloat.  
Because of the harsh austerity budgets 
Europe has demanded, it is generating no 

growth at all.”   
Though there have been calls to scuttle 

the bailout agreement, it would be almost 
impossible for the new Irish Government 
to refuse to honor the commitments given 
to the EU and IMF to impose austerity 
budgets for the next few years.  Creditor 
nations like Germany insist there can be no 
renegotiation.  But unless there is some 
give, it appears it will be a long time 
before the Irish economy experiences any 
significant growth. 

What this all means is that unification 
might further off than many would have 
hoped for in the wake of Brexit. 

FINANCIAL CRISIS 
(Continued from page 3) 



ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS 
Annual Joint AOH-LAOH 

Christmas Meeting 

Thursday, December 15, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 

The Port of New Orleans 
1350 Port of New Orleans Place 

 
INTRODUCTION OF THE IRISHMAN OF THE YEAR 

 
ALL HIBERNIANS, LADY HIBERNIANS,  

AND THEIR GUESTS INVITED 



Hibernian Charities 
 

Archdiocese of New Orleans 

Archdiocesan Catholic School Scholarship Fund 

Barry Gate at the United States Naval Academy 

Care Packages – U.S. Military 

Celtic Cross Fund 

Freedom for All Ireland 

Friends Forever 

Hurricane Sandy Storm Relief 

Irish Flood Victims 

James Brogan Medical Fund 

Lantern Light Ministries - Rebuild Center of Greater New Orleans 

MTC – Restoration of Margaret Statue 

National Hibernian Charities  

New Jersey Flood Relief 

New Orleans Irish Rose 

Restoration Pregnancy Resource Center 

Restoration of Statue of St. Patrick 

Richard Murphy Hospice House 

Rosaryville Spirit Life Center 

St. Jude Community Center  

St. Michael's Special School 

St. Vincent DePaul Pharmacy 

Ulster Project 



IN MEMORIAM 

GARRY MURPHY 
Brother of Hibernian Stephen Murphy 

JULIET MAY CARIGEE 
Mother of Hibernian Rick Carigee 

THE VICTIMS OF THE LOUISIANA FLOOD 
Brother of Hibernian Stephen Murphy 

ERIK GUSTAFASON 
Fire Fighter, City of Meridian, Mississippi and Friend of the Hibernians 

 

PRAYERS 

BROTHER TOM MAHER 
Archbishop Hannan Division 

BROTHER FRED KING 
Archbishop Hannan Division 

MRS. EDITH DORION 
Ladies AOH and wife of Brother Patrick Dorion 

MRS. MARGARET FRIDLEY 
Ladies AOH 

ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY THE LOUISIANA FLOODS 

FOR OUR HOLY FATHER, POPE FRANCIS I 

FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE IN OUR NATION 
FOR ALL THOSE THREATENED BY RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 
FOR THE BLUE ROSES OF ST. MICHAEL’S SPECIAL SCHOOL 

THE HOMELESS OF NEW ORLEANS TO WHOM  
SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF MINISTER 

and 

ALL MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 

PAGE 8 VOLUME 7, ISSUE 4 





PAGE 10 THE CRESCENT HARP 

115 South Beach Blvd 

Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 

228-344-3222 

 An amazing Beach Bar with live mu-

sic every weekend and great food 

and drinks seven days a week. 



3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 

(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 

 

Voted Best Neighborhood 
bar in Gambit Weekly  

 

Rated the Best Irish Pub  

in the Southern United 
States 

 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE  

FOR SOCCER, RUGBY,  

AND WHO DATS 

 

50” Plasma Screen and 8’ 
projector screens 

 

BRILLIANT PUB QUIZ  

EVERY MONDAY 
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P.O. BOX 24292 

NOLA  70184  
Phone: 504-952-9925 

OrleansAOH@gmail.com 

STATE OFFICERS 

 

JAMES KUHN - PRESIDENT 

SEAN KENNEDY - VICE-PRESIDENT 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

JOHN FITZMORRIS III - SECRETARY 

 

Louisiana State Board 
AOH-LAOH Joint Meeting 

Christmas Party 
Introduction of the Irishman of the Year 

Thursday, December 15 
 

Do not forget to check out our Irish and Irish-American businesses  
for their events and goings on! 

Be sure to support all Irish and Irish-American businesses! 

COMING EVENTS IN THE IRISH COMMUNITY 
(Mark those Calendars!) 

SPECIAL NOTE  

Brothers: 
 Many of you no doubt have noticed that this issue of the Crescent Harp is more than two 
months late.  I take personal responsibility for that situation, and guarantee that from 
henceforward, you all will receive the news and events affecting the Irish community in a 
timely manner.  I am grateful to all who have lent words of encouragement about the quality 
and content of this newsletter, and I am especially thankful to all those who have, over time, 
supported this publication with their advertisements. 
 The printing and mailing of this issue is underwritten by myself in salute to our Motto of 
Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity, but I am happy to include still our current sponsors. 

Brother John D. Fitzmorris III 


