
The Irish consider the Ardh Righ very 
special as it connotes òHigh King of Ire-
land.ó Thus, it was fitting that a man who 
bears the name of òKingó be honored as 
Hibernian of the Year for 2016.  Brother 
Randy King carries with him the grace 
and dignity of royalty mixed with the gos-
pel message of service and humility. 

Brother King led the Hibernians in the 
annual Irish Channel St. Patrickõs Day 
Parade on Sat-
urday, March 
12.  The annual 
Mass to start the 
parade went off 
without a hitch, 
and the Re-
demptorist Fa-
thers once again 
opened the 
doors of St. 
Maryõs Assump-

tion Church to the Irish and friends of the 
Irish. 

In a new twist, the parade moved its 
route to begin at Napoleon Avenue and 
Tchoupitoulas Street.  Despite the possi-
ble logistical problems, the Irish Channel 
Club had little problem transporting their 
members and the Hibernians from St. 
Alphonsus to the head of the parade 
route.  From there, Brother King used his 

òheavenly connectionsó to keep the rain 
away throughout the entire parade. 

The following Thursday, the feast of St. 
Patrick began as it has for the last 140 
years--with Mass at St. Patrickõs Church 

on Camp Street, 
where Brother 
King was be-
stowed with his 
Proclamation.  
The Mass was 
celebrated by 
Hibernian state 
chaplain Father 
Patrick Collum 
and concelebrat-
ed by a number 
of Irish priests - 
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A Gathering of Godõs Servants. Hibernian of the Year Randy King stands with his wife DeeDee and the staff of St. Michaelõs Special School.  Brother King 
was honored for his great work on behalf of the special needs children at St. Michaelõs. 

THE ENTIRE IRISH COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER TO COMMEMORATE 
THE IRISH PATRIOTS OF 1916 

Put together by a committee consisting of 
members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
Ladies AOH, the Emerald Society of New 
Orleans, the Irish Channel Club, and IN-
NOLA, the Irish Community of New Orleans 
commemorated the Centennial Anniversary 
of the Easter Rising.  Led by a small number 
of Irish patriots, the Easter Rising was the 
seizure of several key points in Dublin and 
the surrounding area in order to break once 
and for all the shackles of British oppression 

and free Ireland to become a nation once 
again.  Even though the Rising failed in the 
end, the hyperbolic response by the British 
government in executing the rebels and ex-
acting other reprisals enflamed the Irish peo-
ple to start a five-year struggle that eventually 
resulted in the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 
and the creation of the Irish Free State. 

One hundred years later, Irish communities 
around the world came together on April 23 
to salute the Irish patriots who gave their lives 

in pursuit of freedom and the dignity of their 
people. New York, Boston, Chicago, Balti-
more, and Philadelphia were among numer-
ous cities who read the Proclamation and 
commemorated the events of April 24, 1016. 

With a small but powerful Irish communi-
ty, New Orleans took part in the commemo-
ration with a special Mass and ceremony at 
St. Alphonsus Parish--one of the hearts of the 
Irish community in New Orleans. 

(Continued on page 5) 



When the bells tolled at St. 
Maryõs Assumption Church 
around 2:00 in the afternoon of 
April 23, 2016, there was in the 
sanctuary of St. Alphonsus 
Church what one could only de-
scribe as a òpowerful silence.ó  As 
the seven bells tolled, the more 
than four hundred people in the 
pews of the old church stood in 
reverent silence in memory of 
the seven Irish patriots who gave 
their lives in pursuit of a free and 
united Ireland. 

How those four hundred peo-
ple got there on that day to com-
memorate the modern struggle 
for Irish independence is a true 
testament to what the Irish and 
Irish-American community can 
do when it dissolves the bounda-
ries and bailiwicks of their re-
spective organizations and works 
together for a common good.  

The seven Irish patriots who af-
fixed their names to the Poblacht 
Na H Éireann a century ago came 
from different backgrounds and 
represented different viewpoints 
about the future of Ireland.  
What they decided was that 
whatever the differences they 
possessed, those differences 
amounted to nothing in contrast 
to their desire to make Ireland a 
nation once again. 

What the Irish Channel, AOH, 
Ladies AOH, Emerald Society, 
and IN-NOLA accomplished on 
April 23 should serve as a model 
for all relations of the Irish and 
Irish-American community going 
forward from this moment.   

Each organization that in some-
way, shape, or form honors the 
Irish heritage has its own identity 
and should pursue its own 
goals...but never in competition 

with the others and never in spite 
of the others.  Rather, all Irish 
organizations need to put aside 
whatever grievances, whatever 
sticking points, and whatever 
clashes of personalities that may 
exist to make sure that the Irish 
and Irish-Americans in New Or-
leans can flourish and succeed.  
Hibernians should be supporting 
IN-NOLA.  Emerald Society 
should be supporting the Irish 
Channel Club.  Pick your rela-
tionship. 

We owe it to all those patriots 
who gave their lives in pursuit of 
a free and united Ireland to do 
nothing less. 
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including  Father Billy OõRiordan, who 
gave a stirring homily.  Adding to the so-
lemnity of the Mass was the Loyola Uni-
versity Choir under the direction of Dr. 
Meg Frazier, who sang hymns that lifted 
the spirits of all those already in good hu-
mor. 

The evening banquet on Thursday, held 
at the New Orleans Hilton Riverside, fea-
tured the Grand March of the Hibernians, 
led by Brother King, State President Jim-
my Kuhn, and National Vice-President 
and Honorary Irish Counsul Judge Jim 
McKay.  The United States Marine Corps 
Band did its usual magnificent job in play-
ing the òGarryowenó and the U.S. Nation-

al Anthem while Mrs. Kathleen Kingsmill 
Olsen sang the Irish National Anthem. 

Entertainment for the banquet was fur-
nished by the Muggivan School of Irish 
Dance.  AOH State Chaplain, Father Col-
lum, Pastor of St. Joan of Arc Parish in 
LaPlace gave the opening benediction, and 
State President Jimmy Kuhn welcomed 
everyone to the annual banquet. 

During the supper, Brother Johnny 
McCrossen introduced Brother Randy 
King and spoke fondly of their days grow-
ing up together and Brother Kingõs spirit 
of service.   Brother King then rose and 
made very brief remarks recalling how he 
came to be involved in St. Michaelõs Spe-
cial School almost by accident and how it 
became for him a lifelong labor of love.  

He concluded by calling all Hibernians to 
further service in support of those who 
need it the most. 

In addition to his Proclamation, Brother 
King was presented with a commemora-
tive plaque marking his honor as Hiberni-
an of the Year.  For his part, Brother King 
has resolved to continue fulfilling the 
mantra of Christian Charity. 

ST. PATRICKõS DAY 
(Continued from page 1) 

DID YOU KNOW??? 

The last great boxing champion was Irish?  Thatõs 
right, Muhammad Ali, who passed away on June 4, 
was an Irish champion.  Aliõs great-grandfather Abe 
Grady emigrated from the Turnpike Road, Ennis, Co. 
Clare, to the United States in the 1860s.  Ali returned 
to his ancestral home in 2009 and was later made hon-
orary freeman of Ennis.  Later a controversy erupt-
ed when a historian claimed Grady never set foot in 
Ireland.  The Ennis Town Council emulated their fa-
vorite son and told the historian òto put up or shut up.ó  
That ended that. 

- Courtesy of the The Irish Times 

The Greatest having some good craic with Irelandõs finest. 

Licensed Residential and Commercial 
Contractor servicing the Greater New 
Orleans Area since 2003.  

Thinking about remodeling? Dreaming 
of a new house? Give us a call today!  

(504) 287-1598  



IN MEMORIAM 

OFFICER NATASHA HUNTER 
New Orleans Police Department 

ANTHONY òTONYó DIFRANCO JR. 
Friend of the Hibernians 

OUR U.S. SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN WHO PERISHED  

IN THE FLOODS AT FT. HOOD, TEXAS 
 

PRAYERS 

MRS. MARGARET FRIDLEY 
Ladies AOH 

FOR OUR HOLY FATHER, POPE FRANCIS I  

GARY MURPHY 
Brother of AOH Brother Steve Murphy 

FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE IN OUR NATION 
FOR ALL THOSE THREATENED BY RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 
FOR THE BLUE ROSES OF ST. MICHAELõS SPECIAL SCHOOL 

THE HOMELESS OF NEW ORLEANS TO WHOM  
SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF M INISTER 

and 

ALL M ILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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The day began with Mass at St. Maryõs As-
sumption Church on Constance Street in the 
Irish Channel.  In the same sanctuary where 
the Irish Channel Club begins its annual St. 
Patrickõs Day Parade, the Irish and Irish-
Americans of New Orleans gathered for the 
special liturgy to pray for the souls of all those 
who have lost their lives in the pursuit of Irish 
freedom and to pray 
for the continued 
drive for peace 
throughout all of 
Ireland.  In the usual 
òIrish Channel fash-
ion,ó Hibernian 
Richard Burke Jr. 
welcomed the gath-
ered dignitaries; and 
then Father Patrick 
Collum, State Chap-
lain to the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, 
celebrated the Mass 
with Hibernian Har-
old Burke giving the 
homily.  Con-
celebrating the Mass 
were Father Richard 
Thibodeau of St. 
Alphonsus and Irish-
born Father John 
Noone, a retired 
priest currently liv-
ing in Picayune, Mississippi.  Mrs. Fionnuala 
McGlinchey Monstead represented the Irish 
Network-New Orleans as one of the lectors 
while former Hilton CEO and friend of the 
Irish Mr. Paul Buckley also served in reading 
the prayers of the faithful.  Mr. Robert Zanca 
and Miss Shelia McDermott provided the 
hymns for the liturgy. 

Upon conclusion of the Mass, the New Or-
leans Fire Department Pipes and Drums 
marched down the center aisle of the church 
and out the side door, followed by the con-
gregation, across the street and into St. Al-
phonsusõ Cultural Center.  Decked out in the 
flags and banners of Ireland, the Commemo-
ration, the Irish Republic Flag of 1916, and 
the various banners of the Irish organizations, 
St. Alphonsus was òdressed for the occasion.ó   
Mounted boards gave the participants a sense 
of the history of the Rising as they entered St. 
Alphonsus.  Those participating in the Com-
memoration went immediately to the pews 

for the ceremony, begun with the Jesuit High 
School U.S. Marine Corps JROTC Color 
Guard under the direction of Lt. Col. Timo-
thy Huete (Ret.) and the singing of the Irish 
National Anthem and the U.S. National An-
them by Mrs. Kathleen Halm of the New Or-
leans Opera Association. 

After a welcome by the Master of Ceremo-
nies, Mrs. Betsy Sharp McGovern gave a 
moving a capella version of òThe Foggy Dew.ó  

She was then followed by Professor Terrence 
W. Fitzmorris of Tulane University put into 
historical perspective the Easter Rising and its 
connection to New Orleans and its Irish com-
munity.  Following that moving talk, the 
Muggivan Irish dancers brought the culture of 
dance for the people gathered in the church.   

The climax of the commemoration ceremo-
ny was the reading of the Poblacht Na H 
Éireann, the Proclamation that declared the 
freedom of Ireland and the birth of the Irish 
republic.  Representing the seven Irish patri-
ots who signed their names to the document 
was a combination of Irish and Irish-
Americans throughout the New Orleans Ar-
ea.  Sean Kennedy of the Hibernians, Chef 
Matt Murphy of The Irish House, Aidan Gill 
of Aidan Gill for Men, Richard òDickieó Bren-
nan of the Brennan Family Group, local attor-
ney and former Orleans Parish Clerk of Civil 
Court Daniel Foley, Sr. Vera Butler of the 
Rebuild Center, and Stephen Patterson of 

Finn McCoolõs read aloud the Proclamation in 
the sanctuary of St. Alphonsus before an emo-
tional audience. 

When the readers had resumed their seats, 
Betsy McGovern got up again and sang òThe 
Patriot Gameó in honor of those who perished 
in the Rising, and then the entire audience 
stood silently in remembrance as the bells of 
St. Maryõs Assumption tolled seven times for 
the Irish patriots who gave their lives.  Final-

ly, after the closing 
prayer by Fr. Collum, 
all those in a packed 
St. Alphonsus Church 
joined in a rousing 
rendition of òA Na-
tion Once Again,ó 
which concluded the 
ceremony. 
The ceremony may 
have concluded, but 
the commemoration 
was far from conclud-
ed as a reception fea-
turing food and drink 
donated by a variety 
of Irish restaurants 
and pubs.  The Gaelic 
Athletic Association, 
wearing their uni-
forms, and several 
other volunteers did a 
magnificent job mak-
ing sure that the 
guests were served 

and the church was left in great shape. 
Many thanks go out to the Committee for 

the Commemoration for their hard work to 
put together this Commemoration in just a 
few short weeks.  Thanks also to the Pastor 
and staff of St. Alphonsus Parish, who have 
always accommodated the Irish in whatever 
their events may be.  Finally, thanks go out to 
the readers of the Proclamation for represent-
ing the seven Irish patriots so well and making 
all who were there feel as if they were in 
Dublin in 1916. 

EASTER RISING COMMEMORATION 
(Continued from page 1) 

Members of the Commemoration Committee (left to right, standing)  Jay Van Vrancken, Sean Kennedy, Robert Anderson, 
JT Delatte, Billy Dietrich, Matt Murphy, Pat J. Power, John Fitzmorris III, Stephen Patterson, Richard Burke Jr. 

(Seated, left to right) Patricia Carreca, Liz Rafferty, Ronald Burke (Committee Chair), Jenna Burke, W. Patrick 
Power 


