
The Louisiana State 
Board of the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians, Archbishop 
Hannan Division, Cardinal 
Gibbons Division, Acadian 
Division, Republic of West 
Florida Division, and Fr. 
Thomas “Mossy” Gallagher 
Division proudly announce 
Mr. Raymond William 
“Randy” King as Hibernian 
of the Year for 2016.   

Brother King was born 
December 24, 1955, at 
Mercy Hospital in New 
Orleans, the eldest of three 
children to Anne Ponsetti 
and Raymond King Sr.  
Growing up in Kenner, he 
attended St. Lawrence the 
Martyr Parochial School and 
Archbishop Rummel High 
School, from which he 
graduated in 1973.   

Randy then married 
DeeDee Cantrel in 1978 

with whom he had three 
children, Casey Fortenberry 
(Nick), Bradley, and Randi.  

He has one grandson, 
Jackson Fortenberry, aged 
three. 

Brother King attended 
college at the University of 
New Orleans and then went 

to work for Federal Express 
(now FedEx) where he 
worked for thirty-eight years 

before retiring as Managing 
Director in 2013.  As 
Managing Director, he led 
the team in New Orleans 
that raised $25,000 to 
sponsor the River District 
Room in the FedEx Family 
House in Memphis, which 
helps families of children 
with cancer have a place to 
stay while they are 
undergoing treatment. 
While working for FedEx, 

one of his employees was 
struggling with tuition for 
his child with special needs, 
who was attending St. 

Michael’s Special School.  
Committed to helping his 
employe’s, Randy began to 
learn as much as he could 
about St. Michael’s Special 

(Continued on page 2) 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 12 
IRISH CHANNEL ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 

Mass - St. Mary’s Assumption Church - 12:00 p.m. 
Gather in the sanctuary of St. Alphonsus for 11:20 a.m. 

Parade begins at Napoleon and Tchoupitoulas 
THURSDAY, MARCH 17 

FEAST OF ST. PATRICK, APOSTLE OF IRELAND 
Mass - St. Patrick’s Church - 11:00 a.m.  

140th Annual AOH St. Patrick’s Day Banquet 
Hilton New Orleans Riverside 6:00 p.m. 
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For someone looking for a 
good cause beyond himself and 
his immediate family, there is 
no greater satisfaction than find-
ing one that involves young chil-
dren.  Finding one that involves 
children with special needs is 
truly a blessing.  Randy King is 
truly a blessed man. 

Almost by accident, he 
learned of the struggles one of 
his employees endured in trying 
to meet the tuition payments for 
his child attending St. Michael 
Special School.  Committed to 
his employees as if they were 
family, Brother King decided to 
do more than just help with the 
tuition.  He decided he wanted 
to get to know the institution, 
unlike any other, that minis-
tered to the educational and 
emotional needs of young chil-
dren, many of whom would 
have been labeled not so long 
ago as “retarded” and consigned 
to the periphery of society. 

St. Michael’s Special School is 
a place where the late Sr. Lilian 
McCormick affixed another 
label to her students.  In an age 
where people lampoon simple 
decency and a desire to refrain 
from words that offend and in-
jure the weaker and disenfran-
chised as “politically correct,” 
Sr. Lilian, her late niece and 
successor Jane Silva, called their 

students “Blue Roses;” that 
is, they were most unusual 
but also the loveliest individ-
uals to behold. 

As such, a blue rose needs 
constant care and protec-
tion, and Brother Randy 
King has been among the 
leaders outside the St. 
Michael’s faculty who have 
taken extra special care of 
the students at St. Michael’s. 

A board member, the 
chair of the school’s annual 
golf tournament, one of 
those who refurbished the 
Joy Center, and the man 
who with only a few helpers 
created a weight room for 
the young children who are 
athletes at the school, Broth-
er King has been more than 
just a protector or maintain-
er, he has helped the “garden 
of Blue Roses” grow and 
given it an even deeper soil. 

“Suffer the little children 
to come unto me” is one of 
the hallmarks of the gospel 
message.  Raymond William 
King’s surname may be royal 
in its meaning, but his actions 
and display of true Christian 
Charity shows the true nature of 
royalty.  He has taken that mes-
sage to a whole new level and 
gone to the little children--the 
special children--and has be-

come their true and dedicated 
servant.  Such men are the epit-
ome of what Hibernianism is, 
and his example is before us for 
all to follow. 
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EDITORIAL - HE WHO WOULD BE KING, 
LET HIM FIRST BECOME A SERVANT 

School, even visiting the campus and 
meeting with its principal, the late Jane 
Capella Silva.  From that point onward, 
Brother King and St. Michael’s became 
an inseparable match.  He regularly 
solicits donations for the school, has been 
named to the Board of Directors, helped 
repaint the St. Michael’s Joy Center, 
recently helped refurbish the weight 
room for the athletes of St. Michael’s 
(named “The Hibernian Hulk” weight 

room), and serves as Chairman of St. 
Michael’s Annual Golf Tournament.  He 
is currently a member of the Republic of 
West Florida Division of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, headquartered in 
Ponchatoula, and is a member of the Irish 
Channel St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
organization. 

Brother King’s faith, family, tireless 
energy on behalf of St. Michael’s Special 
School, and his commitment to the 
greater community is in the highest 
keeping of our Hibernian ideals.  As 

such, the Hibernians are proud to honor 
such a brother and will do so at its annual 
noon Mass on Thursday, March 17 at St. 
Patrick’s Church on Camp Street.  
Brother King will then preside over the 
festivities later that evening at the annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Banquet held at the 
New Orleans Hilton Riverside. 

BROTHER RANDY KING 
(Continued from page 1) 

AOH HIBERNIANS OF 
THE YEAR 

Since 1989 
 

James J. Brennan (2012) 

Paul Buckley (1992) 

Sister Vera Butler (2014) 

Richard F. Burke Jr. (1996) 

Joseph J. Cronin Sr. (2010) †  

Rev. Desmond G. Crotty (2004) †  

Patrick S. Dorion (2000) 

John D. Fitzmorris Jr. (2003) 

Norris V. Fitzmorris (1994) †  

Aidan Gill (2015) 

Peter A. Hand (1999)† 

Archbishop Philip M. Hannan (1988) †  

John C. Kilburn (2006) 

Raymond W. “Randy” King (2016)***  

Hon. James E. Kuhn (2011) 

Dermott McGlinchey (1993) †  

Gary P. McCarthy (2009)   

R. Milo McCarthy (2009) 

James F. McKay Jr. (1998) †  

Hon. James F. McKay III (2013) 

Joseph T. McKay Sr. (1990) †  

Kevin M. P. McKay (2012) 

R. James Moriarty (2008) 

W. Patrick Power (2005) 

James D. Rafferty (2005)†  

Rev. Msgr. John P. Reynolds (1989)†  

Archbishop Francis B. Schulte (1997) 

Patrick J. Sens (2001) 

Hon. John A. Shea (2002) 

Axel R. Stromboe (1995)† 

Mary Ann Swaim (1991) 

Hon. Dennis Waldron (2007) 

†  - deceased 

*** - THIS YEAR’S HONOREE 

The  
Crescent  

Harp 
Editor-in-Chief 

John T. Browne  
Editorial Staff 

John D. Fitzmorris III 
Advertisement Editor 

Kevin M. McKay Sr. 
Ex-Officio 

James Kuhn 
Raymond Donovan 

Mark Foley 
Martin Kearney 
Patrick J. Power 

——————————- 
ARTICLE SUBMISSION VIA: 

johntbettb@aol.com 
OrleansAOH@gmail.com 

Please submit all photos via .jpeg 
 

ARTICLE 
DEADLINES: 
November 15 
February 15 

May 15 
August 15 

“Yes, I am a dreamer. For 
a dreamer is one who can 
only find his way by 
moonlight, and his 
punishment is that he 
sees the dawn before the 
rest of the world.” 

–Oscar Wilde 
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IN MEMORIAM 

THE MOST REVEREND FRANCIS BIBLE SCHULTE 
Twelfth Archbishop of New Orleans 

MURIEL MARIANNE FITZWILLIAM 
Mother of Brother Michael Fitzwilliam 

 

PRAYERS 

FOR OUR HOLY FATHER, POPE FRANCIS I 

GARY MURPHY 
Brother of AOH Brother Steve Murphy 

FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE IN OUR NATION 
FOR ALL THOSE THREATENED BY RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 
FOR THE BLUE ROSES OF ST. MICHAEL’S SPECIAL SCHOOL 

THE HOMELESS OF NEW ORLEANS TO WHOM  
SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF MINISTER 

and 

ALL MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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Our division, eagerly looks ahead to this 
most Irish of months with its many celebra-
tions, sacred and secular, that fill the calendar 
with masses, parades, festivals, a retreat, 
scholarship award presentations, and our 
State AOH Banquet that celebrates our Pa-
tron Saint of Ireland and is honoring one of 
our own this year, Brother Randy King, as 
the Louisiana Hibernian of the Year.  

Building up to this crescendo of intense 
Irish activity, the division recently donated 
$500 to the Southeastern Louisiana Universi-
ty Food Bank. This facility was started several 
years ago when it was discovered that a num-
ber of student residents did not always have 
enough provisions during a semester. Assist-
ed by national and international classmates in 
the operation of the service, Southeastern’s 
hungry students can now visit the Food Bank 
once per week and receive enough food to 

help them keep body and soul together until 
either their circumstances improve or the 
Food Bank can receive them again the next 
week. 

Our latest monthly division meeting was 
held at the Quad Veteran’s facility situated 
just outside of Hammond. Here, homeless 
U.S. Veterans receive meals and a roof over 
their heads while they seek gainful employ-
ment in the local communities. These Vets, 
some of whom have been off of the grid for 
ten or more years, are thus given a second 
chance to become contributing members to 
society, and Quad Vets has established a re-
markable success rate with these ex-soldiers. 
Our division is going to lend a helping hand 
to this wonderful organization by preparing 
meals on site for these vets on several occa-
sions during the next few months. The veter-
ans are most appreciative of such efforts to 

assist them, and we feel blessed to be in a 
position to serve these individuals who have 
served our country and us. 

March 5 marks the only annual St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade held in the Florida Parish-
es, put on by Ponchatoula’s Krewe of Erin. It 
steps off at 10:30 that morning, and all and 
sundry of our Louisiana AOH Brethren—and 
those from beyond the borders of our great 
state—are invited to come and join with our 
division and march in the parade. We prom-
ise those who make the odyssey to Poncha-
toula a warm, hearty Irish welcome and an 
entertaining time. 

This month also marks the second annual 
AOH sponsored Retreat at Rosaryville Spirit 
Center, just outside of Ponchatoula. Father 
Albert will again conduct the Retreat, which 
is on March 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00. The 

(Continued on page 5) 
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How about taking an ad out in The Crescent Harp??? 
Our readership is now over 350 in the state and more than 1,000 nationally. 

Let the Irish community know about your business! 
Send a personal memorial out for a loved one. 

$100 - quarter-page ad 
$200 - half-page ad 
$400 - full-page ad 

Contact us through the mail, via phone, or by e-mail. 

KNOWING GOD'S WILL: THE PRACTICE OF DISCERNMENT 

March 19, 2016 

The cost of this event is $50 and includes lunch. We invite all those that attend to enjoy Vigil 
Mass at 4:00 pm as well. 

KNOWING GOD'S WILL: The Practice of Discernment  On Saturday, March 19 , Fr. Albert 
Haase OFM returns to Rosaryville for the second year in a row to present another workshop on 
the spiritual life. This year he will focus on the thorny, challenging, and often-misunderstood 
topic of discerning God’s will in our lives. How can we hear the voice of God in our lives? 
How do we know if this is really coming from God and not from ourselves—or the evil one? 
Are there attitudes and practices that help us become more deeply aware of God’s call in our 
lives? Based upon his latest book and DVD by Paraclete Press, this day promises to offer stimu-
lating presentations and discussions. 

Ordained a Franciscan priest in 1983, Albert Haase, 
OFM, is a popular preacher, teacher, spiritual director 
and radio personality. A former missionary to mainland 
China for over eleven years, he is the author of nine books on popular spirituality and the 
presenter on four bestselling DVDs. He trains spiritual directors in the Catholic diocese of 
Springfield, IL. Visit his web site at www.AlbertOFM.org 

$50 per person contribution includes 
a hot lunch and all of the inspiration 
that one can handle. All are welcome 
to participate, and if more infor-
mation is desired, Brother Ronnie 
Crimmins will be happy to provide it 
at  (985) 773-8965. 

Our division is preparing this 
month, as well, to present to four 
deserving Catholic High School stu-
dents the Second Annual Ancient 
Order of Hibernians Scholarship. 
Consisting of four $500 awards, one 
student from each of the four Florida 
Parish Catholic High Schools who 

submitted the winning essay from 
his/her school will be presented this 
AOH Scholarship during a morning 
assembly. This is our division’s way 
of spreading the good word about us 
Hibernians, as well as encouraging 
and rewarding those who seek a 
Catholic secondary-school education 
in the Florida Parishes.  

We look forward to seeing all of 
our AOH brethren in the next few 
weeks at the many AOH functions 
on offer across our state, from Lafa-
yette, to New Orleans, and back 
again to our Florida Parishes. We 
wish everyone the best, with a fine 
and blessed La Fheile Padraig! 

REPUBLIC OF WEST FLORIDA NEWS 
(Continued from page 4) 
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115 South Beach Blvd 

Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 

228-344-3222 

 An amazing Beach Bar with live mu-

sic every weekend and great food 

and drinks seven days a week. 



3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 

(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 

 

Voted Best Neighborhood 
bar in Gambit Weekly  

 

Rated the Best Irish Pub  

in the Southern United 
States 

 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE  

FOR SOCCER, RUGBY,  

AND WHO DATS 

 

50” Plasma Screen and 8’ 
projector screens 

 

BRILLIANT PUB QUIZ  

EVERY MONDAY 
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The CRESCENT HARP 

P.O. BOX 24292 

NOLA  70184  
Phone: 504-952-9925 

OrleansAOH@gmail.com 
FOLLOW THE LOUISIANA AOH ON-LINE 

http://aohla.com 
Facebook:  

Louisiana State Board  
of the Ancient Order of Hibernians 

STATE OFFICERS 

 

Joseph Casler - PRESIDENT 

Kenneth farrell - VICE-PRESIDENT 

Jeremy hughes - SECRETARY 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

A DAY OF 
PRAYER 

ANNUAL  
ST. PATRICK’S DAY BANQUET 

 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016 
6:00 - 11:00 P.M. 

HILTON RIVERSIDE HOTEL 
NAPOLEON BALLROOM 

Traditional Irish Entertainment 
 

DINNER, COCKTAILS, AND DANCING 

AND SPECIAL GUESTS! 
 

CONTACT: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS 
P.O. BOX 19569 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70179-0569 

504-952-9925 


