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Facebook: Louisiana  
State Board of  the  

Ancient Order of Hibernians 
The Louisiana State 

Board of the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians, Archbishop 
Hannan Division, Cardinal 
Gibbons Division, Acadian 
Division, Republic of West 
Florida Division, and Fr. 
Thomas “Mossy” Gallagher 
Division proudly announce 
Mr. Aidan Francis Gill as 
Hibernian of the Year for 
2015.  Born in Dublin, 
Ireland on September 17, 
1953, Brother Gill was 
ninth of eleven children 
born to Caroline Ralph Gill 
and Patrick Gill.  He grew 
up at Cabra, Dublin 7, 
went to St. Peter’s in 
Phibsboro for his primary 
education (between ages 4-
14),  was a member of the 
Catholic Boy Scouts of 
Ireland, and then went to Denmark 
Street Technical College until age 
16 where he competed for honors 
at the top of his class.   

With conditions difficult for 
his family, Brother Gill then be-
came an apprentice barber at age 
16 in 1969 and then moved to 
London at age 17.  In London, he 
studied under Vidal Sassoon at the 
London Institute of Fashion as well 

as at the Morris School.  Then he 
went to work for a barber and got 
married at age 19.  He and his wife 
at the time produced a daughter 
named Casey—whom he named 
after Irish author Sean O’Casey—
and Casey has given him a grand-
daughter named Ella Rose. 

In 1988, Aidan came to visit 
two of his sisters—Helen and Mar-
ion—in New Orleans, and he fell 

in love with the city.  So he 
joined the growing second 
wave of immigration from 
Ireland to America and 
moved to New Orleans and 
began working for other 
barbers until he opened his 
first shop in the city at 712 
Adams Street in 1990 and 
shipped over his memora-
bilia.  In 1999, he moved 
his shop to 2026 Magazine 
Street where he remains to 
this day.  In 2008, he 
opened another shop on 
Fulton Street near Harrah’s 
Casino and where Man-
ning’s Restaurant would 
be.   
His barber shop keeps alive 
the atmosphere and gravitas 
of a traditional barber-shop 
as patrons await their turn 

in antique barber chairs, enjoy the 
fine experience of a proper haircut 
and shave, and then have the option 
of purchasing a variety of gentle-
manly gifts as they leave.  For his 
innovation and vision, Brother Gill 
has won the Most Innovative Busi-
ness Award and has contributed to 
the resurgence of traditional men’s 
barbershops—often training young 

(Continued on page 3) 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 17 

FEAST OF ST. PATRICK, APOSTLE OF IRELAND 

Mass - St. Patrick’s Church - 11:00 a.m.  

139th Annual AOH St. Patrick’s Day Banquet 

Hilton New Orleans Riverside 6:00 p.m. 



It’s a long way from Cabra, Dublin 
7.  While that may seem like the 
good beginning of a song, alas, some-
one else already marketed that lyric 
for another place in Ireland.  None-
theless, Aidan Francis Gill has come a 
long way from a neighborhood so 
tough that he says “if you saw a cat 
with a tail, it was a tourist.”   

Born the ninth of eleven children 
(three died, two from tuberculosis) 
in what was known as the Rotunda—
the first maternity hospital in Ireland, 
Brother Gill calls the Ireland into 
which he was a born a tough place. In 
his early years, he went to St. Peter’s 
in Phibsboro for his primary educa-
tion (between ages 4-14) where he 
says “the beatings were administered 
immediately in an ego-free environ-

ment where happiness was only 
a rumor.”   
A member of the Catholic Boy 
Scouts of Ireland, he was 
named Scout of the Year for his 
troop, and was given the honor 
of carrying the Papal Nuncio’s 
flag in a very cold St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade in Dublin.  At age 
14, Gill then went to Denmark 
Street Technical College until 
age 16 where he competed for 
honors at the top of his class.  
At the time, Trinity College 
became open to Catholics, and 
the school masters asked him to 
apply for a full scholarship to 
Trinity. 
But it was not to be, so Brother 
Gill instead went looking for a 
job after graduation to help his 
family.  However, jobs were 
hard to come by, especially 
with his long mop of hair; and 
he often left places despondent 
with the words: “No job for 
you, Scruffy!” ringing in his 
ears. 
So he went to The Bowler Hat 
barbershop on Baggott Street in 
Dublin where he got himself a 
“job-friendly haircut.”  While 
there, he noticed a sign that 
said “apprentice wanted,” so he 
became an apprentice barber at 
age 16 in 1969 and earned 
£2.10s while training of which 
nearly two-thirds went into his 
bus fares to and from work. 

With jobs “like lobster pots; easy 
to get into, difficult to get out of,” he 
went on and honed his craft as a bar-
ber for the next forty-six years, get-
ting married along the way and hav-
ing a beautiful daughter who in turn 
gave him a beautiful granddaughter. 

From that point onward, Aidan 
Gill embarked on a mission to be-
come the best barber and have the 
best barbershop in the world...and 
many of his fellow Hibernians can 
testify to that being the case.  Pushing 
back against the unisex trend in mod-
ern barbershops, he began collecting 
antique barber chairs and hot towel 
steamers and gradually became cura-
tor of a traditional Men’s Only Bar-
bershop. 

In 1988, Brother Gill came to visit 
two of his sisters—Helen and Mari-
on—in New Orleans, and he fell in 
love with the city.  So he joined the 
growing second wave of immigration 
from Ireland to America and moved 
to New Orleans and began working 
for other barbers until he opened his 
first shop in the city at 712 Adams 
Street in 1990 and shipped over his 
memorabilia.  In 1999, he moved his 
shop to 2026 Magazine Street, and 
remains there to this day.  In 2008, 
he opened another shop on Fulton 
Street near Harrah’s Casino and 
where Manning’s Restaurant would 
be.   

His barber shop is a place of pure 
delight for men to enjoy a shave and 
haircut as gentlemen did in bygone 
days.  He maintains one of the largest 
collections of barbershop antiques in 
the country, including chairs and hot 
towel steamers, and of course barber 
poles.  Keeping alive the atmosphere 
and gravitas of a traditional barber-
shop is Gill’s way of insuring that “the 
terrorists do not win.”  The stress in 
the shop is on a gentlemanly ethic—
no cell phones, no rambunctious 
behavior, and impeccably-dressed 
barbers.  Patrons await their turn in 
antique barber chairs, with even a 
miniature barber chair for Aidan’s 
“young gentlemen” customers.  Once 
seated for their haircuts, patrons have 
the option of enjoying a cold draft or 
bottled beer (Guinness among the 
choices, of course) or a whiskey 
(need I say it is Irish whiskey?).  
Those opting to have a shave are 

treated to a combination of hot and 
cold towels with shave oils and 
creams to make the whiskers literally 
stand ask to be shaven clean.  

This only explains part of the rea-
son why Brother Gill has won awards 
and has enjoyed enough good press to 
attract the likes of celebrities.  It is 
Brother Gill himself who is the chief 
selling point in his own business. 

Describing himself at “not the easi-
est boss but the best boss,” he has 
become something of a Jedi Master 
among barbers, training young peo-
ple in the business and setting them 
up for their own success.  The words 
of “No job for you, Scruffy!” ring out 
in the ample tutelage and advice he 
bestows on his young barbers, and 
the good pupils recognize—either 
immediately or sometimes well af-
ter—the affection and care he has for 
them and the desire to see them con-
tinue an honorable trade. 

Aidan Gill has come a long way 
from Cabra, Dublin 7, but he has 
never forgotten that from whence he 
came or what it took to get here.  It 
is reflected in his work, his love of his 
heritage, his generosity, and his plain 
but elegant hospitality to all—both 
Hibernians and strangers—who enter 
his shop. He represents the finest of 
the new wave of Irish immigration to 
this country in the last thirty years, 
and he believes that the shrinking 
world mandates that these new immi-
grants are a resource that citizens of 
New Orleans should embrace and 
cultivate. 

Aidan Gill needs no cultivation 
himself, but we Hibernians embrace 
him proudly as Hibernian of the Year. 
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EDITORIAL - “NO JOB FOR YOU, SCRUFFY!” 

Photo courtesy of Aidan Gill 

AOH HIBERNIANS OF THE YEAR 

Since 1989 
 

James J. Brennan (2012) 

Paul Buckley (1992) 

Sister Vera Butler (2014) 

Richard F. Burke Jr. (1996) 

Joseph J. Cronin Sr. (2010) †  

Rev. Desmond G. Crotty (2004) †  

Patrick S. Dorion (2000) 

John D. Fitzmorris Jr. (2003) 

Norris V. Fitzmorris (1994) †  

Aidan Gill (2015)*** 

Peter A. Hand (1999)† 

Archbishop Philip M. Hannan (1988) †  

John C. Kilburn (2006) 

Hon. James E. Kuhn (2011) 

Dermott McGlinchey (1993) †  

Gary P. McCarthy (2009)   

R. Milo McCarthy (2009) 

James F. McKay Jr. (1998) †  

Hon. James F. McKay III (2013) 

Joseph T. McKay Sr. (1990) †  

Kevin M. P. McKay (2012) 

R. James Moriarty (2008) 

W. Patrick Power (2005) 

James D. Rafferty (2005)†  

Rev. Msgr. John P. Reynolds (1989)†  

Archbishop Francis B. Schulte (1997) 

Patrick J. Sens (2001) 

Hon. John A. Shea (2002) 

Axel R. Stromboe (1995)†  

Mary Ann Swaim (1991) 

Hon. Dennis Waldron (2007) 

†  - deceased 

*** - THIS YEAR’S HONOREE 
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barbers who then move on their own success. 
Outside of his business and the Hibernians, 

Aidan is a member of Mater Dolorosa Parish in 
New Orleans, has sponsored a number of good 
works for St. Michael’s Special School, the 
Friends of St. Alphonsus, and St. Stephen’s 

Church.  When he won a portion of the Hiberni-
ans’ Irish Night $10,000 first prize some years 
back, he donated his $2,000 share to fund an 
AOH Scholarship for Notre Dame Seminary. 

Aidan Gill represents the finest of the new 
wave of Irish immigration to this country in the 
last thirty years, and he believes that the shrinking 
world mandates that these new immigrants are a 
resource that citizens of New Orleans should em-
brace and cultivate.  As such, the Hibernians are 

proud to honor such a brother and will do so at its 
annual noon Mass on Tuesday, March 17 at St. 
Patrick’s Church on Camp Street.  Brother Gill 
will then preside over the festivities later that 
evening at the annual St. Patrick’s Day Banquet 
held at the New Orleans Hilton Riverside. 

AIDAN GILL, HIBERNIAN OF THE 
YEAR 
(Continued from page 1) 

OPINION - ENTERING THROUGH THE NARROW GATE 
By John D. Fitzmorris III 
Archbishop Hannan Division President 
“Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you 
and utter every kind of evil against you because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in 
heaven. Thus they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.” - St. Matthew 5:11-12 

 
In addition to that very difficult to stomach 

passage is another one no less hard to swallow, 
just two chapters later and part of the same Ser-
mon on the Mount—the road to destruction is 
wide and those who enter through it are many. 

Through what gate will we Hibernians enter?  
For the past several years, we have stood quiet 
sentinels against the obnoxious histrionics of a 
group calling themselves the “official street 
preachers” (their title does not merit capital let-
ters) who regularly gather outside the St. Louis 
Cathedral every Ash Wednesday.  They had been 
harassing our Archbishop and clergy and yelling at 
the faithful as they began the discipline of Lent 
until we learned of this travesty and decided to 
take it upon ourselves to serve as a human shield 
wall against those individuals who hold up signs 
with slogans dripping in hatred and yelling Bible 
verses at the top of their lungs that would have 
made even Gandhi clench his fists in anger. 

This is not an easy thing for us to endure.  We 
are Irish and Irish-Americans.  Confrontation—

oftentimes bordering on if not completely spilling 
over into the physical—is part of our history and 
perhaps even our nature.  And Lord knows some 
of these individuals have probably needed a new 
aperture torn into their torsos for some time.  
Maybe they did not get one when they were 
young.  Maybe they got one too many. 

But not from us.  Not from the Hibernians.  
Not ever.  We stand silent and let the bagpipers 
drown out the noise. 

The Irish who stood in front of St. James 
Church in 1836 had to deal with fire and death 
that threatened their churches and priests.  All we 
have to worry about are words and signs.  Yes, 
loud words, obnoxious words.  Yes, ugly signs 
and ugly people. 

We Catholics have been very good about de-
manding our religious freedom these last few 
years.  For whatever the cause or the political 
issue of the day, we carry the banner of religious 
freedom.  But that religious freedom, brothers, is 
a two-way street.  The same religious freedom 
that allows us to walk into that cathedral, hear the 
Word of God, and take the Sacrament without any 
fear of arrest or reprisal is the same religious free-
dom that allows ugly individuals like the “official 
street preachers” to stand outside and yell to their 
miserable hearts’ content.  It allows groups like 
the organization from Westboro to protest the 
funerals of soldiers.  As long as they do not enter 

or disrupt our holy services or assault the physical 
person of clergy or congregants, the freedoms 
insured by this, the greatest society in the world, 
allows these individuals to be as obnoxious and 
hateful as they want to be. 

And let all of us Hibernians remember that we 
do not go to the St. Louis Cathedral every Ash 
Wednesday to confront people who are so filled 
with resentment, bitterness, and smallness that 
their only sense of self-worth comes from ha-
ranguing others.  We go to show our clergy and 
the faithful that our love is so great that we shall 
serve as the “sponge” or the buffer between the 
protesters and ourselves so that they can visit with 
each other and then leave in peace. 

It is not an easy thing to endure.  Much more 
difficult than giving up drinking or some other 
item for Lent, isn’t it?  Of course, that is the na-
ture of penance.  Enduring that which is unpleas-
ant may be a part of it, but it is also doing some-
thing in such a way that one sees beyond the self to 
the other person—and in doing so, one becomes 
closer to God. 

What we do every Ash Wednesday is our finest 
moment as Hibernians precisely because we 
choose to enter through the narrow gate and put 
up with obnoxious fools so that others may have 
peace. 

Oh, and the bagpipes are not half bad either. 



IN MEMORIAM 
 

BROTHER JOHN CURRY 
Cardinal Gibbons Division 

BROTHER JOSEPH TIMOTHY MCKAY JR. 
Archbishop Hannan Division 

MISS PATRICIA LYONS 
Wife of Brother Billy Lyons 

 

PRAYERS 
 

BROTHER DERMOT MOLONEY 
Cardinal Gibbons Division 

MISS SHANNON O’BRIEN COLLINS 
Daughter of Brother Tommy O’Brien 

MRS. ELLEN WALLER 
Wife of Brother David Waller 

JOHN MURPHY 
Brother of Hibernian Steve Murphy 

ALEXIS MICHELLI 
USMC, Stationed Overseas in Afghanistan 

Niece of Brother Paul Cresswell 

 

FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE IN OUR NATION 
FOR ALL THOSE THREATENED BY RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 

THE HOMELESS OF NEW ORLEANS TO WHOM  
SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF MINISTER 

and 
ALL MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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A GOOD CAUSE IS ALWAYS AN EXCUSE FOR A PARTY 

The shooting of Brian Hanrahan, a police officer 
serving in the Irish Garda Soichana was a black eye 
for the City of New Orleans, but the Irish and 
Irish-American community in the city rallied im-
mediately on behalf on the stricken officer and his 
family.  AOH Brother Matthew Murphy, proprie-
tor of The Irish House, quickly put together a 
fundraiser and raffle, and the Hibernians, Ladies 

AOH, the Irish Network, the Downtown Irish 
Club and the Emerald Society of Greater New 
Orleans “mustered the troops.”  Together, the 
groups helped raise more than $10,000 for the 
Hanrahan Family, who had the help of a few po-
tentates in the New Orleans Area to get to New 
Orleans as quickly as possible. 

Good cheer and good company reigned su-

preme throughout the fundraiser, which was held 
on January 31.   

Officer Hanrahan, who had been vacationing in 
New Orleans when he was assaulted, is recovering 
very well.  The New Orleans Police Department 
exercised a great deal of speed and professionalism 
in apprehending the two thugs who shot Hanrahan 
and are to be commended for it. 

How about taking an ad out in The Crescent Harp??? 
Our readership is now over 350 in the state and more than 1,000 nationally. 

Let the Irish community know about your business! 
Send a personal memorial out for a loved one. 

$100 - quarter-page ad 
$200 - half-page ad 
$400 - full-page ad 

Contact us through the mail, via phone, or by e-mail. 

The Fathers Cronin and MacLeay Division 
ramped up its Donation Drives to warp speed 
during the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons, 
always our busiest times of the year serving the 
less fortunate and the deserving of our communi-
ty. Monetary donations were made to such groups 
as Uniforms for Kids, the Association for Retarded 
Citizens; Restoration Home for Unwed Mothers; 
Rosaryville; St. Michael’s School; Homeless Youth 
of St. Tammany Parish; the Southeastern Louisiana 

University Food Pantry; and Toys for Children of 
Serenity House. The division also teamed up with 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society with a donation of 
$1,000 to feed the needy of the community during 
Thanksgiving. A huge truck-load of canned and 
boxed food (80 cases) made available to us by an 
anonymous donor, was conducted to the Bogalusa 
Food Bank by Brother Jim Linn.  

Our Division’s ninth annual Christmas Fruit & 
Candy Giveaway was held on December 6.  Such 

groups as OPTIONS and TARC, as well as local 
children, were showered with gifts of the edible 
persuasion by Santa himself (Brother Gene Helm-
stetter) with whom they were also encouraged to 
sit for a photo. Our division felt blessed to be able 
to offer such assistance to the community during 
the holiday season and joined with all our AOH 
Brothers in saying Nollaig Shona Huit! 

THE LADS FROM AOH TANGIPAHOA ARE AT IT AGAIN 



Cajuns, Celts, and Crawfish 

Acadian Division 

 

St. Patrick’s Crawfish Boil Celebration 
Saturday March 28, 2015 

6:00 pm 

Fatima Knights of Columbus Hall 

515 Rena Drive 

Lafayette, LA 70503 

$40 per person 

Crawfish 

Beer/Refreshments 

Irish Dancing 

Irish Music 
$40 per person 

Provides:  Crawfish, Beer/Refreshments 
Irish Dancers & Irish Music 

For more information, call Mark Foley 337-654-0077 
Email your ticket reservations to: markcfoley56@hotmail.com 

ACADIAN DIVISION NEWS 
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3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 
(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 
 

Voted Best Neighborhood bar in Gambit Weekly  
 

Rated the Best Irish Pub in the Southern United States 
 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE  
FOR SOCCER, RUGBY, AND WHO DATS 

 
50” Plasma Screen and 8 ft. projector screens 

 
BRILLIANT PUB QUIZ EVERY MONDAY 

 

HOME OF DELICIOUS 
BOO KOO BBQ 

www.finnmccools.com 

A Day of Prayer with Fr. Albert Haase, OFM:  
 Living A Spiritual Life  
 

March 28, 2015 

Join us March 28, 2015 from 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. The cost of this event is $35 and in-

cludes lunch. We invite all those that attend to enjoy vigil Mass at 4:00 pm as well. 

There are many ways to think about the spiritual life. In recent years, many spiritual writ-

ers have talked about the True Self and the False Self. The True Self is the person whom 

God has created me to be. The False Self is the person whom I have made myself into. 

Award-winning author, Fr. Albert Haase, OFM, will give presentations dealing with the 

True Self and the False Self. We will discuss the 10 characteristics of the True Self which 

indicate we are growing in the person God has created us to be. We’ll discuss the “lie” of 

the False Self’s agenda and how we all become trapped in it. Finally, we will discuss how to 

break free of the False Self’s agenda and begin the journey to the True Self. 

Ordained a Franciscan priest in 1983, Al-

bert Haase, OFM, is a popular preacher, teacher, spiritual director and radio 

personality. A former missionary to mainland China for over eleven years, he 

is the author of eight books on popular spirituality. He trains spiritual direc-

tors in the Catholic diocese of Springfield, IL. He is also the co-host of Spirit 

and Life, a radio show heard every weekend on the Relevant Radio Network. 

Visit his web site at www.AlbertOFM.org 
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NOLA  70184  
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FOLLOW THE LOUISIANA AOH ON-LINE 

http://aohla.com 
Facebook:  

Louisiana State Board  
of the Ancient Order of Hibernians 

STATE OFFICERS 

 

Joseph Casler - PRESIDENT 

Kenneth farrell - VICE-PRESIDENT 

Jeremy hughes - SECRETARY 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

 

ANNUAL  
ST. PATRICK’S DAY BANQUET 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2015 
6:00 - 11:00 P.M. 

HILTON RIVERSIDE HOTEL 
 

TRADITIONAL IRISH ENTERTAINMENT 
 

DINNER, COCKTAILS, AND DANCING 

AND A SPECIAL GUEST! 
 

CONTACT: 
LOUISIANA HIBERNIAN CHARITY 

A Louisiana Non-Profit 501 (c) (3) Corporation 

P.O. BOX 19569 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70179-0569 

504-202-0501 


