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The Louisiana State Board of the An-
cient Order of Hibernians concluded 
yet another successful series of St. 
Patrick’s Day activities tinged with 
more than just a bit of emotion. 

The celebrations were as good as it 
gets for the Hibernians and Ladies 
AOH.  The events started on Friday, 
March 14, with a wreath-laying at 
the Celtic Cross monument on West 
End Boulevard.  Then it continued 
on Saturday, March 15. with the tra-
ditional group photo before the altar 
at St. Alphonsus Cultural Center. 
Under overcast skies, members 
trooped over to St. Mary's Assump-
tion Church for noon Mass. 

During the course of the Mass, 
where AOH members were guests 
of our brothers in the Irish Channel 

Marching Club, our and their mem-
ber, Terry Rafferty—son of our late 
beloved brother Jimmy Rafferty—
was honored as Man of the Year as 
his mother, Liz, beamed with joy. 

As Hibernians left church, a light 
drizzle briefly fell on them.  Some 
compared it to a sprinkling of Holy 
Water.  It was the only rain that fell 
all afternoon. 

AOH marchers proceeded on 
the well-known parade route: Jack-
son Avenue, St. Charles Avenue, 
Louisiana Avenue, and Magazine 
Street.  They were warmly greeted 
and applauded on each street by 
large welcoming crowds.  Many re-
ceived kisses from the young lasses 
on the route. 

On Monday, March 17, the 

AOH celebrated the great Saint of 
Ireland first with High Mass at St. 
Patrick’s Church and then with a 
banquet at Westin Canal Place. 

At the Mass, celebrated by for-
mer Archbishop Alfred Hughes, Fr. 
Tom Stehlik, C.M., pastor of St. 
Joseph’s Church, where Sr. Vera 
Butler works, gave the congregants a 
personal look at the sister’s ministry 
and then concluded with an emo-
tional song in praise of Sr. Vera.  At 
the conclusion of the Mass, the AOH 
presented Sr. Vera with her procla-
mation as Hibernian of the Year. 

At the evening banquet at the 
Westin Canal Place, the Hibernians 
honored Sr. Vera.  Thanks to the 
help of brother James Moriarty—a 

(Continued on page 8) 
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If ever anyone believed that the 
Peace Process is unfolding in Ul-
ster is anything other than a mara-
thon whose course wanders 
through a minefield, the recent 
arrest and questioning of Gerry 
Adams should have quashed that 
thought. 

When the Sinn Fein leader was 
arrested last week on suspicion of 
ordering Jean McConville’s mur-
der in 1972, a furious reaction by 
those on the side of republicanism 
nearly undermined the power-
sharing arrangement that is crucial 
to the Peace Process. 

If anything is to be learned from 
this whole episode is that before 
“yesterday’s terrorist becomes 
tomorrow’s statesman,” the ghosts 
of the past have to recede further 
in the rearview mirror. 

Despite the fact that four dec-
ades have passed, it may still be 
too soon to let go of such inci-
dents.  Sixteen years of relative 
calm since the Good Friday Agree-
ments does not erase the fact that 
unionists and republicans still look 
askance at each other and possess 
less than a modicum of trust.  Par-

amilitaries still exist, and thugs still 
lurk...just a little further in the 
shadows.  The Orange orders con-
tinue with their noisome parades, 
and the Ian Paisleys continue with 
their screeds. 

The problem that reigns in Ul-
ster is one of how to address the 
crimes of the past.  Nelson Man-
dela, himself at one time dripping 
with hate and anger, realized that 
upon his release from prison and 
ascendancy to the leadership of 
South Africa he needed to put 
aside the ancient resentments.  
However, he also knew that those 
who perpetrated crimes needed to 
admit to them. 

Whether or not Adams was 
guilty of ordering Jean McConville 
murdered is a matter for debate, 
and the recent oral history project 
at Boston College seemingly impli-
cating him is sketchy at best.  That 
he was released indicates that there 
was not much in the way of evi-
dence, and Boston College has 
much for which to answer.  How-
ever, one cannot help but be skep-
tical of the motives of police sud-
denly arresting Adams at this time 

of the day, when local and Europe-
an elections loom. 

Martin McGuinness did so, and 
an implied threat of protests and 
withdrawing support from the 
constabulary made more than a 
few shudder, engendering the usu-
al unionist threats of counter-
protests and attempts to force Sinn 
Fein out of the power arrange-
ment, returning all to the situation 
that the Good Friday Accords 
quelled. 

In the end, an uneasy quiet re-
turned to Ulster, and Adams 
struck a conciliatory tone, pledg-
ing to “help all of the families” of 
those killed during the Troubles.  
That was a good step for Adams 
and a sign that he is not one of 
those who would undermine the 
Peace Process. 

And so a stumbling block on the 
road to peace did not turn out to 
be a land mine.  Others lay ahead 
on the path, and it may be that—
like the Israelites who left Egypt 
and then died in the desert—
another generation may have to 
arise to enjoy the promised land of 
peace and reconciliation. 
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EDITORIAL - JUSTICE FOR ALL IN ULSTER 

STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Summer is upon us and this year we 

once again look forward to our Bi-Annual 
National Convention.  I hope many of 
you have made plans to join us in what 
promises to be a fun-filled and productive 
few days in St. Louis.  For those of you 
who will not be attending, I hope you 

have a safe and relaxing summer.  I look 
forward to seeing all of you when we re-
sume regular meetings in September.  

Pete's is Lafayette's oldest Family Sports Restaurant 
Weekly Lunch Specials 

World Famous Big Pete Burger Special  
Wednesday night and Saturday Lunch 

Party Rooms available at no charge 
Proud Supporter of All Louisiana Athletics 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE AOH 
 

We show all Your Favorite Games on our 46 TV's 
Great Food, Great Friends, Great Fun 

www.petesonjohnston.com 
3903 Johnston St. 

Lafayette, LA 70503 
337.981.4670 

AN IRISH TERM 
 

`Ní tír gan teanga'  
 

“There is no na-
tion without a 

language.” 
 



June 8 – June 23, 2015 (16 days)  

  Day 1: Fly overnight to Ireland 
  Day 2: Killarney 
  Days 3-5: Dublin 
  Day 6: Dublin/North Wales 
  Day 7: Chester/Lake District 
  Days 8-10 : Edinburg 
  Day 11: Yorkshire 
  Day 12: Stratford/Bath Region 
  Days 13-15: London 
 Day 16: Fly Home 
 
Price: $4, 460 ($273 per month)        

  Reserve your spot with a $95 deposit. 
 
Price Includes: Roundtrip Airfare, Hotels, Sightseeing 
Tours, Entrances to Attractions, Breakfast    
 and Dinner Daily.  
 
How to Enroll:  
Online:  http:www.eftours.com/1390955MB 
 Phone:   1-800-665-5364  Tour #1390955MB/ 
                    Group Leader: Mercedes Burtch 
   Mercy.Burtch@stpsb.org 
   (985) 774-7963/ (985) 400-5071 
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Proud Printer of The Crescent Harp 
Hibernian owned and operated for all your printing needs. 

3521 20th St  Metairie, LA 70002 
(504) 838-8300  



IN MEMORIAM 

 

BROTHER JOHN D. SHEA 
Archbishop Hannan Division 

MRS. CHARLOTTE FOLEY 
Wife of Brother Mark Foley 

 

PRAYERS 

 

FR. NEAL MCDERMOTT, O.P. 
Retired AOH Chaplain 

JOHN MURPHY 
Brother of Hibernian Steve Murphy 

ALEXIS MICHELLI 
USMC, Stationed Overseas in Afghanistan 

Niece of Brother Paul Cresswell 

MISS JENNIFER GUTHRIE 
Daughter of Brother Alan Guthrie 

 
THE HOMELESS OF NEW ORLEANS TO WHOM  

SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF MINISTER 
and 

ALL MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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and 

$10,000 RAFFLE 
to benefit Hibernian Charities 

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2014 

7:00 – 11:00 P.M. 
 

ST. DOMINIC GYMNASIUM 

775 Harrison Avenue 

(on Vicksburg Street behind the church)  

 

Open Bar and Buffet 

and 

LIVE IRISH MUSIC 
 

DONATION $100.00 WINNER NEED 

TICKET ADMITS TWO NOT BE PRESENT 

 

PLEASE REMIT PAYMENT TO: P.O.BOX 24292, NOLA  70184-4292 
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Sister Renee, Director of St. Albert 
Church's Mission Work, accepts a dona-
tion from Martin Kearney, President, on 
behalf of the Republic of West Florida 
Division.  Also pictured are five South-
eastern Louisiana University students ac-
companied Sister Renee to Greenwood, 
MS, where they spent a week repairing 
and reconstructing homes of the disadvan-
taged. This mission work is an annual 
May event that this AOH division is 
pleased to continue supporting. 

REPUBLIC OF WEST FLORIDA NEWS 
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past Hibernian of the year—WYES 
television provided a beautiful and 
touching video presentation of Sr. 
Vera, her life, and her work in New 
Orleans. 

A native of the Emerald Isle, Sr. 
Vera was born in County Kerry.  She 
attended the Presentation Sisters high 
school in County Tipperary.  After 
graduation, she joined her Order, 

which serves the needs of people who 
live on the margins of society.  She has 
served as teacher, school principal and 
development director. 

She received the Catholic Exten-
sion Society's Lumen Christi Award 
for her work in New Orleans before 
and after Hurricane Katrina. 

Sr. Vera and her associates conduct 
Lantern Light Ministry at Rebuild 
Center adjacent to St. Joseph Church 
on Tulane Avenue.  They serve lunch 
to an estimated 1000 homeless and 

under-employed each week, receive 
their mail, furnish clean shower rooms 
and wash stands, and sponsor volun-
teer lawyers who give legal advice. 

Entertainment for the banquet was 
furnished by the Muggivan School of 
Irish Dance and the Jimmy Maxwell 
Orchestra. 

Many Hibernians felt that St. Pat-
rick's Day 2014 was one of our finest 
ever and left nothing to be desired. 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY FESTIVITIES 

(Continued from page 1) 

Led by Brother Matt Toups, the AOH 
made the patients at Children’s 
Hospital not miss the Easter Bun-
ny nearly as much as they might 
have in 2014.  Brothers Toups, 
Todd Lannan, James Foley, Stan-
ton McNeely, Randy King, John-
ny McCrossen, John Browne, and 
Gerry Donegan gathered in the 
Hibernian Room of The Irish 
House and assembled 180 baskets.   

In yet another display of Irish 
organizations working together, 
the baskets consisted of stuffed 
bunnies courtesy of Brother John 
Van Vrancken, chocolate bunnies 
courtesy of Brother Richard 
Burke and the Irish Channel St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, and color-
ing books and foam delivery 
trucks courtesy of FedEx and 
Brother Randy King. 

On Easter Sunday, Brother 
Toups distributed the majority of 
baskets to the various patients 
undergoing treatment at Chil-
dren’s Hospital on Tchoupitoulas 
Street. 

Needless to say, many of the 
patients pulled at the heartstrings, 
but both children and parents 

were grateful that they were not alone in their journey through illnesses and inju-
ries on the day of the Lord’s Res-
urrection. 
This was the first year that the 
AOH conducted this event, and it 
was a tremendous success.  As 
always, there is room for im-
provement, but another prece-
dent has been set by the AOH in 
pursuit of its mission. 
In addition to the fact that what 
might have been a sad or de-
pressed Easter for these children 
was brightened by the AOH, 
Brother Toups’ initiative shows 
the increased involvement that is 
crucial to the success of the 
AOH. 
Christian Charity is never some-
thing to be checked by the cold 
counsels of protocols and proce-
dures, and we welcome all future 
ideas to drive home the final and 
most important pillar of our Mot-
to. 

HIBERNIANS IN ACTION:  
A LITTLE IRISH CHEER FOR THE LITTLE ONES FOR EASTER 

From left to right: AOH Brothers James Foley, Matt Toups, and Todd Lannan, and 
special helper Molly Lannan stand before the 180 Easter Baskets assembled for the pa-
tients at Children’s Hospital.  The three Hibernians naturally paused for some refresh-
ment. 



Dr. Jack E. Brown is a Baptist Minister and 
retired Military Chaplain, who served in the 
Vietnam War with the 101st Airborne.  He 
served as Vice-President for Student Develop-
ment at Louisiana College until 1991 and as a 
clinical pastoral education counselor for the VA 
in Dublin, Georgia until his retirement in 
2007.  He is currently working part time as a 
volunteer chaplain, runs a senior adult Sunday 
school, conducts Bible study each Wednesday, 
plays the harmonica for nursing home concerts, 
and writes biographical sketches of people of all 
faiths for the local newspaper.  One of those 
sketches included the late Fr. Mychal Judge, a 
Franciscan Friar who served as Chaplain to the 
New York City Fire Department.  Judge died of 
a heart attack on 9/11 in the midst of the 
collapse of the World Trade Center.  The fol-
lowing sketch appeared in the January 30, 
2014, issue of the Dublin Courier-Herald.   
 
On September 11, 2001, amid the debris  
of the crumbled World Trade Center 
towers, the chaplain to the New York 
City firefighters died while he adminis-
tered last rites to a city firefighter who 
had just died.  Father Mychal Judge had 
taken off his firefighter’s helmet to serve a 
member of his flock and was mortally 
struck on the head by falling debris.  He is 
listed as the first 
registered victim of 
the terrorist attacks 
on the World 
Trade Center.  He 
had sacrificed his 
life for his friends; 
“he died doing what 
he loved to do—
being alongside 
others in need.” 
Mayor Rudy Giuli-
ani said of him: “He 
embodied the ideal 
blend of spirituality 
and public service.” 

Mychal Judge was a Roman Catholic 
priest of the Franciscan Order (Order of 
Friars Minor, O.F.M.) who had become 
chaplain to the NYC firefighters in 1992.  
He was also, and unashamedly, a recover-
ing alcoholic who was active in Alcoholics 
Anonymous.  Wherever he was, and it 
seemed as if he were everywhere there 

was a need, and as a result of his own 
woundedness, he brought hope and en-
couragement to others and treated beg-
gars as his friends.  He was a “wounded 
healer.” He desired to pattern his life and 
ministry of caring after his Lord. 

Mychal Judge looked for the good in 
others as “he ministered to others across 
all lines of race, social status, gender, and 
faith...He was generous, caring, and al-
ways available.”  It is said that “he brought 
the gentle spirit of St. Francis of Assisi to 
the hard world of firefighting.”  His 
morning prayer on his knees at bedside 
was: 

 
“Lord, take me where  
You want me to go; 
Let me meet people  

You want me to meet; 
Tell me what to say; and, 

Keep me out of your way. Amen.” 
 
Father Mychal Judge will long be re-

membered in honor by all who knew him 
and had been touched by his caring and 
loving spirit, and especially the NYC fire-
fighters and their families.  All were 
members of his flock; he was their under-
shepherd.  Mychal’s twin sister told re-

porters: “He was a 
hero who lived a 
glorious life—and 
he had a glorious 
death.”  May God 
always bless his 
family and his 
flock. 
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VIEWS FROM THE OUTSIDE 
FATHER MYCHAL JUDGE: AN AUTHENTIC AMERICAN HERO 

Above. Father Mychal Judge, Chaplain to the New 
York City Fire Department.  He is listed as the first 
registered victim of the terrorist attacks on 9/11. 

 

Below. One of the iconic photos of 9/11.  Members of 
the FDNY carry the deceased Judge from the wreckage 
of the twin towers. 
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NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

Irish dignitaries and special guests will arrive by boat at the Mississippi riverfront, where they will be greeted 
by dancers from Muggivan School of Irish dance and commemoration participants in a celebratory kickoff for 
the event.   

A welcome reception and introductory lecture to Tulane University’s Famine Commemoration Symposium 
will follow at the Williams Research Center of the Historic New Orleans Collection. 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7  

Business breakfast hosted by Louisiana Lt. Gov. Jay Dardenne and the Greater New Orleans, Inc.  

 Tulane University Symposium - “Ireland and New Orleans: From the Famine to Katrina–Stories of Recovery” 
will examine a variety of topics exploring the connection between New Orleans and Ireland. The symposium 
will close Friday afternoon with a keynote address by the Irish Minister. 

 French Quarter Procession - Members of the Irish Channel St. Patrick’s Day Club will usher in the evening fes-
tivities with a parade through the French Quarter from St. Louis Cathedral to Conti Street. 

 The Irish Cultural Museum will open An Gorta Mór: The Great Hunger a special exhibit that explores the histo-
ry of the catastrophic event. The museum will also display the winning entries in a juried art competition on 
the theme of hunger. 

 Lace Curtain Night - Hosted by The Irish Cultural Museum the Conti Street event will feature dishes from a 
variety of New Orleans restaurants and live music. The event will benefit Lantern Light Ministry Rebuild Cen-
ter.  

  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8  

Irish Historical Tours of New Orleans - Explore the neighborhoods where the Irish settled, see the churches 
built by the Irish, and visit St. Patrick Cemeteries where most Irish are buried, many of whom were the victims 
of the terrible yellow fever and cholera epidemics to strike the city, and finally, learn why New Orleans is the 
most Irish city in the South. 

 Irish Fest, Kingsley House - This new festival in the Irish Channel will remember the past and celebrate Irish 
culture with a céili and traditional music sessions, Irish cooking demonstrations and food vendors, Irish sports 
demonstrations, dancing and a historic art exhibit on the Great Famine.  

 Footsteps to Fight Famine, Irish Channel - Proceeds from this 2-mile march for famine and disaster awareness 
will benefit disaster relief.  

Irish Channel Cup Gaelic Football Tournament, Annunciation Square - Gaelic football will make a special de-

(Continued on page 11) 

http://jaydardenne.com/
http://gnoinc.org/
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but at Irish Fest 2014 when teams from across the U.S. compete. 

Muggivan School Irish Channel Feis, Kingsley House Auditorium - Dancers from the entire southern region 
will come together for the first-ever casual dress Irish dance competition in New Orleans. Dancers will per-
form modern and traditional dances dating back to the early 17th century at this feis hosted by Muggivan 
School of Irish Dance. 

 Famine Commemoration Gala, Gallier Hall - This black-tie event held by Irish Network-New Orleans (IN-
NOLA) will feature music by the renowned Celtic rock band Black 47 and traditional Irish dancing and music, 
as well as New Orleans cuisine from some of the city’s finest restaurants, including committee member and ac-
claimed restaurateur Dickie Brennan’s establishments. 

  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9  

Hibernian Memorial Park Dedication, Lakeview - Dedication and blessing of a new four-acre park on the site 
of the historic New Basin Canal. The Ancient Order of Hibernians of Louisiana will celebrate with refresh-
ments, food, and music on the park grounds. At the heart of the park in Lakeview is a Celtic cross erected in 
1990 to honor the Irish laborers who built the canal and those who perished in An Gorta Mor. 

BE A PART OF THE COMMEMORATION! 
FOR MORE INFO, GO TO  

HTTP://IFNOLA2014.ORG/ 

(Continued from page 10) 

THE PIPES ARE CALLING! 

The New Orleans Irish Pipe band is 
back and is looking for more pipers, 

drummers, and marchers!   

 

Practices are Saturday mornings at  

St. Alphonsus Cultural Center, 2030 
Constance Street. 

Contact AOH Brother Kevin Gilheany at 504-263-
1826 or kgilheany@cox.net 
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Adrian A. D’Arcy 
Shields Mott Lund LLP 

IN-NOLA President 
 

 
Adrian is a partner with the law firm of Shields Mott Lund LLP. Adrian’s primary area of practice is commercial liti-
gation, specializing in construction litigation.  Adrian is the Chairman of the New Orleans Bar Association’s Construc-
tion Committee. Adrian is also involved in the growing practice associated with Green Building and has obtained the 
LEED “Green Associate” designation.  Adrian graduated cum laude from Loyola Law School (New Orleans) in 2004. 
Adrian was born in Dublin City in Ireland but had the benefit of being raised in beautiful County Kerry.  He attended 
University College Dublin and obtained his B.A.(Hons)in Economics from UCD in 1990.  After graduating, Adrian 
moved to New York where he spent eight years in restaurant management with the Smith & Wollensky Restaurant 
Group.  In 1998 Adrian opened the New Orleans’ Smith & Wollensky restaurant and enrolled in law school two 
years later. Adrian attended law school at night while working in Smith & Wollensky.           
Adrian is a founding member of Irish Network New Orleans and is both an officer and board member of Irish Net-
work USA, currently serving as IN USA’s National Events Director.  He has been a member of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians since 1998 and has been an active member of the Irish Channel St. Patrick's Day Club in New Orleans 
since 1999. Adrian is also committed to promoting youth soccer in New Orleans and currently is the commissioner of 
the Carrollton Booster spring soccer program and a Carrollton Booster board member. 
 
Adrian had the fortune to meet a good Dublin girl, Karen, while in UCD.  After graduating UCD in 1992, Karen 

moved to New York and they married in 1997.  Karen is also a member of Irish Network New Orleans and is president of UCD’s Alumni group in Louisi-
ana. Adrian and Karen have two wonderful children; Grainne and Conor who now have burgeoning southern accents. 

Adrian is committed to IN-New Orleans harnessing the goodwill and energy of the diverse Irish Community in the city to promote Irish cultural aware-
ness in the city and to promote New Orleans to the sister Irish Networks, the North American Irish Community, and the country of Ireland. 



 
3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 
(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 
 

Voted Best Neigh-
borhood bar in Gam-

bit Weekly  
 

Rated the Best Irish 
Pub in the Southern 

United States 
 
 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE  
FOR SOCCER, RUGBY, AND WHO DATS 

 
50” Plasma Screen and 8 ft. projector screens 

 
BRILLIANT PUB QUIZ EVERY MONDAY 

 

HOME OF DELICIOUS 
BOO KOO BBQ 

 
www.finnmccools.com 
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P.O. BOX 19569 

NOLA  70179-0569 
Phone: 504-952-9925 

http://aohla.com 
FOLLOW THE  
LOUISIANA  

AOH ON-LINE 
http://aohla.com 

Facebook:  
Louisiana  

State Board of the  
Ancient Order  
of Hibernians 

STATE OFFICERS 

 

Joseph Casler - PRESIDENT 

Kenneth farrell - VICE-PRESIDENT 

Jeremy hughes - FIN. SECRETARY 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

 

On this Fourth of July, the AOH remembers: 
 

AMERICANS FIRST, 
IRISH ALWAYS,  

CATHOLICS FOREVER. 
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA, LAND OF THE FREE AND HOME OF THE BRAVE! 


