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The Ancient Order of Hibernians in Louisiana, 
Philip M. Hannan Division, James Cardinal Gib-
bons Division, Republic of West Florida Division, 
Fr. Thomas “Mossy” Gallagher Division, and Aca-
dian Division, in conjunction with the Ladies An-
cient Order of Hiber-
nians, Margaret 
Haughery Division, 
proudly announce 
Sister Vera Butler of 
the Presentation Sis-
ters Hibernian of the 
Year for 2014. 

Sister Vera will 
receive the award at 
the 138th annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Ban-
quet March 17 at 7 
p.m. at the Westin Canal Place Hotel on Canal 
Street in New Orleans. 

Sister Vera Butler was born in Portmagee, 
County Kerry, Ireland.  She went to the Presenta-
tion Sisters in Clonmel, County Tipperary for 
high school.  Soon after she entered the congrega-
tion she became a grade school teacher, teaching 
in Ireland until she left in 1970 to become one of 
the founding sisters of the Presentation Sisters’ 
mission in Louisville, Colorado.   

Established in Ireland in 1775 by Nano Nagel, 
the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary was founded to serve the needs of peo-
ple who live on the margins of society. Over two 

centuries later a Presentation Sister ministry led 
by Sister Vera Butler performs corporal works of 
mercy among the working poor and homeless of 
Mid-City. 

After five years in Colorado, Sister Vera re-
turned to Ireland, where she taught and managed 

the Presentation Sis-
ters’ boarding school 
for high school girls. 
A teaching assignment 
took her from Ireland 
to Metairie, Louisi-
ana, and from there 
to Warner Robins, 
Georgia where she 
was a school princi-
pal. Five years later 
she returned to Loui-
siana. In New Orle-
ans, Sister Vera first 

served as the Development Director for the con-
gregation’s U.S. Province and later as the Out-
reach Coordinator for St. Joseph’s Church, a posi-
tion she held for 15 years.  

In 2006 Sister Vera was the recipient of Catho-
lic Extension’s Lumen Christi Award for her work 
in the community before and after Hurricane 
Katrina.  After the storm she went door-to-door 
through devastated neighborhoods and created 
assistance programs for the needy. 

Sister Vera was instrumental in creating the 
Rebuild Center, a full service day facility located 

(Continued on page 3) 
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MONDAY, MARCH 17 

FEAST OF ST. PATRICK, APOSTLE OF IRELAND 

Mass - St. Patrick’s Church - 11:00 a.m.  

138th Annual AOH St. Patrick’s Day Banquet 

Westin Canal Place 6:00 p.m. 

Photo courtesy of James Moriarty 



 Mary Ann “Mother” Bickerdyke 
was a hospital administrator 
for Union soldiers during 
the American Civil War and be-
came chief of nursing under the 
command of General Ulysses S. 
Grant.  Known for her bullishness 
in service of those who needed it 
the most, Bickerdyke often ruffled 
more than a few feathers. When 
his staff complained about the out-
spoken, insubordinate female 
nurse who consistently disregarded 
the army's red tape and military 
procedures, Union Gen-
eral William Tecumseh Sher-
man threw up his hands and ex-
claimed, “She ranks me. I can't do 
a thing in the world!” 

Now, it would be a far stretch 
ever to characterize Sister Vera 
Butler as outspoken and insubordi-
nate.  Soft of voice and gentle of 
spirit, Sr. Vera projects a calm 
serenity wherever she goes and 
displays nothing less than complete 
obedience to the will of God.  Yet, 
beneath that serenity is a bullish 
determination that would make 
even Mother Bickerdyke bow 
down in homage. 

And when it comes to Christian 
Charity, no one ranks Sister Vera 
Butler.  A group of nuns who left 
their native Ireland to come and 

educate the children of New Orle-
ans many decades ago, the Presen-
tation Nuns faced a retirement 
bereft of funds to use for them-
selves and others.  Not one to sit 
back in anguish, though, Sister 
Vera mobilized her community 
and began a series of drives to fund 
their retirement. 

What a retirement it has been.  
A new center, located behind St. 
Joseph’s Church on Tulane Avenue 
that feeds an average of more than 
200 people daily (with no more 
than a two-burner hot plate and a 
hot box).  A center cobbled to-
gether from a series of trailers 
takes care of simple needs like 
toiletries and an occasional show-
er, provides medical care and even 
dental work, offers arts and crafts 
and a variety of activities, and even 
helps many obtain birth certificates 
and other necessary documenta-
tion so that they can move back 
into the workforce and off the 
streets. 

In a world driven by the unfor-
tunate rhetoric of the misguided 
and craven, who would cast the 
homeless as “lazy” or “takers” or 
“low in character,” Sister Vera and 
her nuns offer God’s poor a modi-
cum of what circumstances and 
many of us have striven to take 

away. 
Dignity.   
Sister Vera and her nuns and 

now her staff at the Rebuild Cen-
ter have taken to heart the opening 
salvo of the greatest speech ever 
made: “How blest are the poor in 
spirit, the reign of God is theirs.”  
Thus, she calls the people to whom 
she ministers her “guests.”  She 
shows the poor and despairing that 
there is hope and that there are 
those who care for them.  This, is 
what a Hibernian of the Year is all 
about. 

Vera Butler is a member of the 
Sisters of the Presentation, dedi-
cated to the moment when our 
Lord and Savior was brought be-
fore the Lord in the Temple.  
There, a woman named Anna, 
who had lived in the temple until 
old age, rejoiced at seeing the Sav-
ior and spoke to all who would 
hear. 

Sister Vera Butler did not wait a 
lifetime for the Savior to come to 
her.  She has gone out and contin-
ues to go out into the streets and 
finds the Savior in every person to 
whom she has offered dignity and 
respect and God’s Holy Spirit. 

Simply put, Sister Vera Butler 
ranks all of us. 
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EDITORIAL - #1-RANKED CHAMPION OF THE POOR 

 

Brother John Browne 
Remember the old tune, "It's A Great Day For 
The Irish"?  Well, the month of March is full of 
great days for us who are blessed to have been 
born Irish (or Hibernians). 

Here's a list - you might want to clip it out so 
you don't miss a single "Great Day": 

March 15 - 11:30 We gather at St. Alphonsus 
for a group photo before heading across the street 
to St. Mary's Assumption for Mass at noon.  Fol-
lowing Mass we line up on Magazine Street for the 
traditional St. Patrick's Day Parade as guests  of 
The Irish Channel St. Patrick's Day Parade Com-
mittee.  The whole group will display our Irish 
Pride as we strut up St. Charles Avenue. 

(Try not to smirk at the non-Irish spectators - 
they only wish they were Irish.) 

March 17 - 6 - 7pm Cocktails (cash bar before 7 
p.m.) Wine & beer will be served with Dinner in 
the Grand Ballroom of  Westin Canal Place Hotel 
when we will honor Sister Vera Butler. PBVM, as 
"Hibernian of the Year".  Self-park in the Canal 
Place Garage for $5, take the garage elevator to 
the 11th floor then take a 2nd set of elevators to 
the 12th floor.  Entertainment by Muggivan 
School of Irish Dance and the Jimmy Maxwell 
Orchestra. (Sr. Vera and her associates conduct 
Lantern Light Ministry at Rebuild Center adjacent 
to St. Joseph Church on Tulane Ave.  They serve 
lunch to an estimated 1000 homeless and under-
employed each week, receive their mail, furnish 
clean shower rooms and wash stands, sponsor 
volunteer attorneys who give legal advice, etc.) 

March 23 - Noon - 5 IN-NOLA Family Day at 

Audubon Park. 
March 25    6 - 8pm  IN-NOLA entertainment 

at Treo, 3825 Tulane Ave. 
March 28 - 12 noon - Fish Fry at Lantern Light 

Rebuild Center adjacent to St. Joseph Church on 
Tulane Ave. 

March 30 - 5 p.m. New Orleans Rose Associa-
tion. "Rose of Tralee Gala" at Four Columns, 
Harvey.   

April 1  "And on the last day, all Irish rest-
ed."    APRIL FOOL !!!  

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR... 

AN IRISH TERM 
 

Bean de Dia 
 

“Woman of God” 
 

Let us together cele-
brate all women who 
devote themselves to 

God’s work this  
St. Patrick’s Day. 
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Brother Hibernians: 
The month of March is upon us once 
again giving us multiple opportunities to 
celebrate our Irish heritage.  In Poncha-
toula, the Krewe of Erin has already cele-
brated with it's St. Patrick's Parade and 
our own West Florida Division of the 
AOH were the Grand Marshals of that 
event!  They were honored as Grand 
Marshals for all of their impressive chari-
table endeavors throughout the course of 
each year.  Congratulations to our broth-
ers up in Tangipahoa! 

On Saturday, March 15th, members of 
all Hibernian Divisions in Louisiana are 
invited to participate in the Irish Channel 
St. Patrick's Day Parade.  The parade be-
gins after noon Mass is held at St. Mary's 
Church.  The weather forecast is clear at 
the moment, so please make plans to at-
tend and participate.  As always, this 
promises to be a fantastic event. 

More importantly, on Monday, March 
17th, we will hold our annual St. Pat-
rick's Day Mass, which starts at noon at 

St. Patrick's Church.  At the Mass, we 
will present our Hibernian of the Year, 
Sister Vera Butler, who is being honored 
for her tremendous ministry to the less 
fortunate in the New Orleans communi-
ty.  On the evening of the 17th, we will 
further honor Sister Vera at our annual 
St. Patrick's Day Banquet, which is being 
held at the Westin Canal Place in New 
Orleans.  Please make plans to attend as 
you will not want to miss the video trib-
ute to Sister Vera and the rest of the 
Presentation Sisters at the Lantern Light 
Ministry.  The video was produced by 
our very own Jim Moriarty of WYES 
fame and is being narrated by Ms. Peggy 
Scott Laborde, who has narrated many 
documentaries about life in New Orleans. 

Our St. Patrick's celebrations come to 
a close on Saturday, March 22nd when 
the Acadian Division host its annual 
Crawfish Boil.  There will be live Irish 
music and dancing, and of course, those 
deliciously boiled crawfish with all of the 

trimmings.  This is a party you do not-
want to miss! 

Indeed, March provides us with many 
opportunities to celebrate.  I hope to see 
you all out at these many events showing 
off your Hibernian pride! 
  
Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian 
Charity, 
Joe Casler 

STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Pete's is Lafayette's oldest Family Sports Restaurant 
Weekly Lunch Specials 

World Famous Big Pete Burger Special  
Wednesday night and Saturday Lunch 

Party Rooms available at no charge 
Proud Supporter of All Louisiana Athletics 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE AOH 
 

We show all Your Favorite Games on our 46 TV's 
Great Food, Great Friends, Great Fun 

www.petesonjohnston.com 
3903 Johnston St. 

Lafayette, LA 70503 
337.981.4670 

behind St. Joseph Church that offers support 
to impoverished people.  Through the Lan-
tern Light ministry of the Presentation Sisters 
the poor and homeless of the Tulane-Gravier 
neighborhood have access to a variety of ser-
vices including a free lunch program, mail 
service, emergency groceries for area resi-
dents, medical care, legal assistance and even 
cultural enrichment through art and writing 
classes.   

Five days a week, from 7:00 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Sister Vera and the other members of 
the collaborative ministry feed from 120 to 
250 or more “guests.”  In this incredible place 
of hope, Sister Vera, Sister Anna Ramone, 
Sister Dolores Cooney and Sister Enid Story 
help rebuild lives through their encouraging, 
comforting and compassionate presence.  

Sister Vera’s unshakable faith fuels her pos-
itive energy and her drive. She and her fellow 
sisters believe their lives are enriched through 
the work they do with the hundreds down-
and-out people who come to the center every 

week.  As she is fond of saying, “they trans-
form our lives and hopefully we transform 
theirs – it’s a two way street.”  

 

SR. VERA BUTLER 
HIBERNIAN OF THE YEAR 
(Continued from page 1) 
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By Martin Kearney - ROWF President 
The Republic of West Florida Division held 

a fundraiser titled ‘An Irish New Year’ on 
Dec. 27 for the Rosaryville Spiritual Center 
that was quite successful, as well as being a 
great deal of fun. A number of AOH Brothers 
from New Orleans drove up to join us, and 
we thank them for their support. Our division 
was honored, also, with the presence of the 
2014 Hibernian of the Year, Sister Vera, who 
performs her mission of charity work on a 
daily basis in New Orleans and who hails 
from County Kerry. Additionally, two of her 
convent colleagues accompanied her.  Ro-
saryville was also well represented by its Di-
rector, Suzette Callais, and the Chairperson 
of the Board of Directors, Dominican Sister 
Cynthia, who also drove up from New Orle-
ans.  

Our Irish New Year's dual purpose was to 
bring a facet of Irish Culture to the 
northshore and to make one of our notable 
donations to a local nonprofit institution that 

helps the citizens of our community. Both 
ends were achieved admirably. The captivat-
ing strains of "The Wild Colonial Boy," "The 
Irish Rover," and "The Parting Glass" ech-
oed  throughout the Fleur dis Lis venue, 
forming the perfect backdrop for the cordial 
Irish evening of Friendship and Unity enjoyed 
by those attending. Christian Charity was 
certainly in evidence, too, as our Division 
presented our donation of the tidy sum of 
$2,500 to the deserving and most grateful 
representatives of Rosaryville.  

More recent charity work includes: $750 in 
food items transported and donated to the  
Catholic Church and Food Bank of Bogalusa;  
$500 to the American Legion Auxillary for 
fifteen food baskets for the needy; a donation 
for toys to Serenity House at Christmas; $500 
to cook for and feed the homeless staying at 
the Quad Veterans Center, a donation we 
will make on a quarterly basis henceforth; 
$1,000 in food items to be made in March to 
the Emeritus Center in Covington; as well as 

a donation to the St. Baldrick Foundation. 
We hope to continue to aid the deserving, the 
disadvantaged and needy in our AOH capacity 
for a long time to come. 

During our Irish New Year’s event our VP, 
Brother Tom Pittman, who is also the Chair 
of the local Krewe of Erin, announced that 
the Grand Marshal for the Krewe of Erin's 
2014 St. Patrick's Day Parade was to be our 
Republicof West Florida Division of the 
AOH. Our thanks go out to our Brothers 
from New Orleans who joined us in the fun at 
the parade on March 8. Additionally, Brother 
Jimmy Kuhn held both pre-parade and  post-
parade parties at his residence for AOH mem-
bers and spouses—a grand time, indeed!.  

 

REPUBLIC OF WEST FLORIDA NEWS 

By Ronnie Crimmins - ROWF Secretary 
On Saturday, March 30th, the members of 
the Republic of West Florida Division of 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians were 
honored as the Grand Marshals of the St. 
Patrick’s Day parade in Ponchatoula. The 
Krewe of Erin celebrated its 30th year of 
marching and continued its rich tradition 
of decorating grocery carts and distrib-
uting cabbage, potatoes and carrots to the 
spectators who lined the parade route. 
This is the first time in the history of the 
Krewe of Erin that an organization and 
not an individual were honored as the 
Grand Marshal.  

The Krewe of Erin was founded by Hi-
bernian Bryan McMahon and is currently 
being led by Chairman Tom Pittman, who 
is also the Vice President of the Republic 
of West Florida Division. It is also note-
worthy that a few members of the AOH 
marched with their respective clans and 
proudly wore their AOH sashes. The Di-
vision’s president, Dr. Martin Kearney, 

led the entourage which included a pri-
vate jazz band and a couple of motorized 
vehicles, one being a 3 wheeled chariot, 
driven by Brother Bruce Caliva.  

After the parade, the Krewe assembled 
at a local reception hall for refreshments 
and some lively bagpipe and drum music 

provided by the Kilts of Many Colors. 
The day ended with a party at the home of 
the 2000 Grand Marshal, Hibernian Judge 
Jimmy Kuhn. 

Photo courtesy of The Ponchatoula Times 

REPUBLIC OF WEST FLORIDA DIVISION OF THE AOH IS HONORED AS GRAND MARSHALS OF THE  
30TH ANNUAL KREWE OF ERIN ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 
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The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians 
Margaret Haughery Division 

Congratulates its own 

SISTER VERA BUTLER 
2014 

Hibernian of the Year 

The irrepressible Pauline Patterson 
and husband Stephen have once 
again shown how the Irish continue 
to add to the culture and flavor of 
New Orleans.   

Not satisfied to be the proprietors 
of one of the highest-rated Irish 
pubs in all the Gulf South, the own-
ers of Finn McCool’s have “moved 
forward” in the old Third Ward 
with their newest creation, TREO. 

Taken from the Irish word for 
“forward,” TREO is located at 3835 
Tulane Avenue.  A lovely bar 
downstairs is accentuated with 
paintings from various artists while 
an upstairs gallery has already host-
ed several events.   

Open for the past two months, 
TREO reflects the excellent atmos-
phere and service of Finn McCool’s 
but with a more modern decor.  
Needless to say, the offerings of 
food and drink are also just as out-
standing. 

The AOH congratulates the Pat-
tersons on yet another success as 
they help restore life to a great Irish 
neighborhood and reminds every-
one to be sure to patronize the nu-
merous Irish and Irish-American 
businesses throughout the city. 

 
Photo left - Pauline and Stephen Patterson in 
front of one the excellent art works in the down-
stairs of TREO. (Photo courtesy of John Fitz-
morrisI 

THEY’RE AT IT AGAIN!!! 



IN MEMORIAM 

MRS. CHARLOTTE FOLEY 
Wife of AOH Brother Mark Foley 

MISS HAYLEY HOWARD 
Friend of the Hibernians 

 

PRAYERS 

BROTHER THOMAS MAHER 

BROTHER GEORGE CONNOLLY 
Archbishop Hannan Division 

ASHLEY W. KELLER 
Wife of Brother Jonah Keller 

FR. NEAL MCDERMOTT, O.P. 
Retired AOH Chaplain 

JOHN MURPHY 
Brother of Hibernian Steve Murphy 

DR. JOHN SHEA 
Archbishop Hannan Division 

ALEXIS MICHELLI 
USMC, Stationed Overseas in Afghanistan 

Niece of Brother Paul Cresswell 

 
THE HOMELESS OF NEW ORLEANS TO WHOM  

SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF MINISTER 
and 

ALL MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 

Proud Printer of The Crescent Harp 
Hibernian owned and operated for all your printing needs. 
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February is always a special month for the 
members of the Ladies Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians, Margaret Haughery Division, since 
February 1st is the feast day of St. Brigid and 
February 11th is the anniversary of our Mar-
garet's death.   

As has now become our annual custom, the 
ladies gathered along with their guest in the 
private dining room of The Irish House on St. 
Charles Avenue. The room was filled to ca-
pacity and all were anticipating a great Irish 
meal.  No one was disappointed!  The potato 
and leak soup was especially outstand-
ing.  Chef Matt Murphy came by to greet 

everyone and to introduce his new "French 
Chef" no less.  Seems the French and Irish 
collaboration is working.   

After lunch we traveled to St. Louis Ceme-
tery No. 3 to lay flowers at the gravesite of 
Margaret.  All gathered around the site to 
give thanks to St. Brigid for the magnificent 
day and to ask her to continue guiding us in 
our pledge of Friendship, Unity and Christian 
Charity and to also remember Margaret who 
personified these virtues.  We then made our 
way across Esplanade Avenue to Our Lady of 
the Holy Rosary Catholic Church to celebrate 
Mass.  There we received a warm welcome 

from the pastor, who had arranged reserved 
seating for us.  We were also honored by 
being asked to bring up the gifts. 

What a wonderful and uplifting event this 
has become, knowing St. Brigid and Margaret 
are watching over us. 

LADIES AOH NEWS 
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Congratulations, 

SISTER VERA BUTLER 
On being named Hibernian of the Year for 2014 

from 

Orleans Parish Division 1 

The Archbishop Hannan Division 

New Orleans 
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ACADIAN DIVISION NEWS 

Cajuns, Celts, and Crawfish 
Acadian AOH Annual St. Patrick’s Celebration Crawfish Boil 

Saturday, March 22, 2014 

6:00 pm 

Evangeline Shrine Club 

328 Guilbeau Road 

Lafayette, Louisiana 

 

$40 per person 

Provides:  Crawfish, Beer/Refreshments 

Irish Dancers & Irish Music 

For more information, call Mark Foley 337-654-0077 

Email your ticket reservations to: markcfoley56@hotmail.com 

and pay at the door with cash or check 

The Ancient Order of  Hibernians 
Jefferson Parish Division 1 

James Cardinal Gibbons Division 
Jefferson and the River Parishes 

 
salutes  

 

SR. VERA BUTLER 
 

Hibernian of  the Year 2014 



ST. PATRICK’S DAY AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday, March 14 

9:30 a.m. - Wreath-laying at the Celtic Cross Monument on West End Boulevard. 

7:00 p.m. - IN-NOLA ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY - Treo, 3835 Tulane Avenue 

Saturday, March 15 

12:00 Noon - MASS - ST. MARY’S ASSUMPTION CHURCH, 2030 Constance Street.   

  AOH to gather in the sanctuary of St. Alphonsus Church for 11:15 a.m. 

1:15 p.m. - Irish Channel St. Patrick's Day Parade, Jackson and Magazine 

7:00 p.m. - Comhaltas Irish Ceili at The Irish House, 1432 St. Charles Avenue 

Monday, March 17 

11:30 a.m. - MASS, ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, 724 Camp Street, New Orleans 

6:00 p.m. - ANNUAL AOH BANQUET - Westin Canal Place Hotel on Canal Street ( $85 per person).   

6:00 p.m. - Downtown Irish Parade - Begins at Piety and Burgundy and proceeds into the French Quarter 

Saturday, March 22 

10:00 a.m. - St. Baldrick’s Day Head-Shaving - Finn McCool’s 

6:00 p.m. -  Acadian Division Crawfish Boil, Lafayette 

Sunday, March 23 

12:00 p.m. - IN-NOLA Family Fun Day, Audubon Park, New Orleans, featuring the Giant, Finn McCool, versus the children 

Friday, March 28  
Fish Fry at Lantern Light Rebuild Center - St. Joseph Church on Tulane Avenue 

Monday, April 7 

7:00 p.m. - IN-NOLA Famine Commemoration Ambassador Workshop 3 - The Irish House 

Thursday, May 8 

6:30 p.m. - AOH Meeting - Deutsches Haus - FULL INITIATION 
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Congratulations 

SR. VERA BUTLER! 
Hibernian of  the Year 2014 

From all your friends in the Republic of  West Florida Division! 
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From Irish Central 
Like most world trouble spots there is a 
massive Irish connection. 160 years ago in 
1854 in the Crimea it was Britain, France 
and Turkey against the Russians with Britain 
going to war to protect its Indian trade 
routes from Russian interference. 

It was also the scene of one of the most 
legendary charges in history, one right up 
there with Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg, a 
full frontal assault against impossible odds. 

The Charge of the Light Brigade went 
down in history after Alfred Lord Tennyson 
wrote his famous poem with the chilling 
lines which every British schoolboy used to 
know by heart. 

“Into the valley of Death rode the 600.” 
“Theirs was not to reason why 
Theirs was just to do or die.” 

The 25 minute Charge of the Light Bri-
gade took place down the wrong valley at 
Balaclava 160 years ago. Of its 673 cavalry-
men, 141 were Irish, and the charge's lead-
ers had interesting Irish connections. An 
Irish-born war correspondent William How-
ard Russell, from Dublin who was there 
wrote in the London Times: 

 
“And now occurred the melancholy ca-

tastrophe which fills us all with sorrow. It 
appears that Brigadier Airey gave an order 
in writing to Captain Nolan to take to 
Lord Lucan, directing His Lordship ‘to 
advance’ his cavalry. When Lucan read the 
order, he asked, ‘Where are we to advance 
to?’ Nolan pointed to the Russians and 
said, ‘There are the enemy, and there are 
the guns before them. It is your duty to 
take them: Lucan with reluctance gave the 
order to Lord Cardigan to advance… .At 
11.10 our Light Brigade rushed to the 
front. They swept proudly past, glittering 
in the morning sun.. ..At the distance of 
1,200 yards the whole line of the enemy 
belched forth, from 30 iron mouths, a 
flood of smoke and flame, through which 
hissed the deadly balls. 

Their flight was marked by instant gaps 
in our ranks, by dead men and horses, by 
steeds flying wounded or riderless across the 
plain. With diminished ranks, with a halo 
of flashing steel, they flew into the smoke 
of the batteries; the plain was strewed with 
their bodies and with the carcasses of hors-

es.. ..At 11.35 not a British soldier, except 
the dead and dying, was left in front of 
these bloody Muscovite guns.” 
 
According to an article in The Word maga-

zine in 2004, “There were in fact 673 men in 
the Light Brigade, of whom 114, or nearly 
20%, were Irish. During the charge 118 
(including 21 Irish) were killed, 127 
(including 16 Irish) were wounded and 45 
(including 7 Irish) were taken prisoner by 
the Russians. Some 360 horses were also 
killed. Of the Light Brigade’s five regiments, 
the Royal Irish Hussars had the most Irish-
men; after returning from the Crimea in 
1856, they were based in Dundalk.” 

Someone had blundered sending the Light 
Brigade into the teeth of cannons. 

As the Word noted, “The culprit, it 
seems, was Lord Raglan, who commanded 
the whole British army in the Crimea. On 
the morning of the Charge he dictated some 
badly worded orders to General Airey, 
whose handwriting was 'atrocious.' The last 
of these – written in pencil on a flimsy piece 
of paper, still preserved – ordered the Light 
Brigade to 'advance rapidly' and recover 
some British cannon captured earlier by the 
Russians. 

"Lord Lucan, who commanded all the 
cavalry forces, instructed Lord Cardigan, 
leader of the Light Brigade, to charge at 
once. 'Certainly, sir,' said Cardigan, 'but 
allow me to point out that the Russians have 
a battery in the valley on our front, and bat-
teries and riflemen on both sides.' Lucan 
replied, 'I know it. But Lord Raglan will 
have it. We have no choice but to obey.' 
And so, due to an ambiguous order, the 
Light Brigade charged down the wrong val-
ley – instead of through a parallel valley be-
hind one of the two Russian lines.' 

The son of an Irishman, Captain Louis 
Nolan was killed in the first few minutes of 
the Charge. “He met his desserts, a dog’s 
death – and like a dog let him be buried in a 
ditch,” said Lucan, who detested him. 

Cardigan, who led the Charge, deserted 
his men after some minutes and turned back, 
deeming it beneath his dignity to fight 
among common or “private soldiers.” He 
returned, as he did daily, to the harbor to his 
luxury yacht Dryad which, with his French 
chef, he had brought out from England; he 

had a bath, drank a bottle of wine with his 
dinner and slept in his feather-bed. 

Russell, the war correspondent, wrote in 
a private letter to John Delane, editor of The 
Times, that Raglan was “utterly incompetent 
to lead an army.” 

Lord Lucan owned vast estates in Mayo, 
where he was MP. The British historian Cec-
il Woodham-Smith wrote, “He squeezed out 
the utmost possible amount of cash from his 
poor tenants to keep up his high lifestyle. He 
cherished a powerful contempt for them, 
half-starving and Catholics into the bargain. 
It is doubtful if he considered the Irish as 
human beings at all. During the Famine, 
when he was called the Exterminator, he 
regarded his tenants as vermin to be cleared 
off the land.” 

Raglan’s descendants are also still paid 
rents by Irish tenants, though he never set 
foot here. 

As The Word noted: “In his excellent work, 
Ireland and the Crimean War, the historian 
David Murphy reckons that of 111,000 men 
who fought in Britain’s Crimean army, over 
37,000, or one-third, were Irish, of whom 
some 7,000 were killed. About 4,000 more 
Irishmen served there in the British navy. 
The newly introduced Victoria Cross was 
awarded to 28 Irishmen in the Crimea, Ser-
geant (later General Sir) Luke O’Connor 
from Elphin, Co Roscommon, winning the 
first ever VC in 1857. 

"Over 100 Irishmen served as British army 
surgeons; and some thirty-three Irish Sisters 
of Mercy and Sisters of Charity went as 
nurses. Florence Nightingale visited the 
Mercy Sisters in Dublin in 1852, when she 
considered becoming a Catholic and joining 
their order. Eight Irish priests went as chap-
lains to the Crimea, where three of them 
died.” 

 
Read more: http://www.irishcentral.com/
roots/history/The-Irish-in-the-Crimea-and-

the-Charge-of-the-Light-
Brigade.html#ixzz2vTscdl4k  

Follow us: @IrishCentral on Twit-
ter | IrishCentral on Facebook  

IRISH HISTORY - THE MOST RECKLESS AND THUS HEROIC CHARGE OF THE IRISH 



ANNUAL  
ST. PATRICK’S DAY  

BANQUET 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2014 
6:00 - 11:00 P.M. 

WESTIN CANAL PLACE HOTEL 
 

TRADITIONAL IRISH ENTERTAINMENT 
FROM THE MUGGIVAN SCHOOL OF IRISH DANCE 

 
DINNER, COCKTAILS, AND DANCING 

WITH THE JIMMY MAXWELL ORCHESTRA 
 

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT LANTERN LIGHT MINISTRIES 
REBUILD CENTER OF NEW ORLEANS 

 
CONTACT: 

LOUISIANA HIBERNIAN CHARITY 
A Louisiana Non-Profit 501 (c) (3) Corporation 

P.O. BOX 19569 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70179-0569 

504-202-0501 

PAGE 11 VOLUME 5, ISSUE 3 



PAGE 12 THE CRESCENT HARP 

HIBERNIAN MEMORIAL PARK 
A PROJECT OF  

THE ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS  
AND  

THE LOUISIANA HIBERNIAN CHARITY 
 

Plans call for the development of the Celtic Cross Monument erected in 1990 on the site of the New Basin 
Canal into a 4-acre memorial park devoted to the rich and compelling history of the Irish in New Orleans. 

 

Goals/Objectives: 

Memorialize the Irish laborers who built the New Basin Canal. 

Recognize the significance of  the 6-mile canal. 

Raise awareness of  the contribution of  the Irish in all facets of  life in the Crescent City. 

Promote Irish heritage and culture. 

Deepen the Irish community’s sense of  identity. 

Create an educational attraction for visitors and school groups. 

Establish a touchstone for future generations of  Irish Americans. 

 

Funding is being sought to establish, build, beautify and maintain the Hibernian Memorial Park. We invite 
you to embrace this project and become part of Irish history in New Orleans. 

 
LOUISIANA HIBERNIAN CHARITY 

A Louisiana Non-Profit 501 (c) (3) Corporation 
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By Susan Lynch - The Irish Times 

Up to 2,000 delegates arrived in Dub-
lin last Thursday for the start of the 
European People’s Party (EPP) con-
ference, where the group will pick its 
preferred candidate to succeed José 
Manuel Barroso as president of 
the European Commission. 

Three candidates are seeking the 
nomination for the position – former 
Latvian prime minister Vladis Dom-
brovskis, EU internal markets com-
missioner Michel Barnier and former 
Luxembourg prime minister Jean- 
Claude Juncker. 

A decision is expected tomorrow 
lunchtime, with Mr. Juncker the pre-
ferred candidate having won the sup-
port of German chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s CDU party. 

This is the first time the various 
political groupings in the European 
Parliament are naming their preferred 
candidates ahead of the European elec-
tions. 

With an emergency meeting of EU 
leaders on events in Ukraine scheduled 
in Brussels today, the focus of events 
in Dublin is likely to be Ukraine, with 
three key figures in the Kiev uprising 
due to attend. 

Taoiseach Enda Kenny arrived in 
Brussels this morning for the crisis 
meeting, before returning to Dublin 
for the EPP conference this afternoon. 
Some 12 EU leaders, including Ger-
man chancellor Angela Merkel and 
Spanish prime minister Mariano Ra-
joy, are expected to travel to Dublin 
direct from Brussels for a meeting this 
evening at 7pm in the Convention 
Centre. 

Freed Ukraine opposition leader 
Yulia Tymoshenko, Vitali Klitschko, 
and newly elected prime minis-
ter Arseniy Yatsenyukwill participate 
in today’s plenary session at Dublin’s 
Convention Centre. Mr Yatsenyuk 
will meet EU leaders and Commission 
president José Manuel Barroso earlier 
in the day in Brussels. 

The Lisbon Treaty states that the 
election of the European Commission 
president “must take account of” the 
results of the European elections, a 
provision interpreted by the Socialists 
and Democratic Party (S&D) to mean 

the candidate of the party that wins 
the most seats in the European elec-
tions will become commission presi-
dent. 

Despite the EPP’s commitment to 
pick a candidate this week, several 
countries, including Germany, have 
reservations about the process, with 
the result that the selected candidate 
may not be automatically elected 
should the EPP emerge as the strong-
est party in May’s elections. 

The S&D’s candidate is European 
Parliament president Martin Schulz, 
while former Belgian PM Guy Verhof-
stadt is the candidate for liberal group 
ALDE, the third-largest political 
group in the parliament, despite a last-
minute attempt by EU economics 
commissioner Olli Rehn to seek the 
nomination. 

Leaders from across the EU, includ-
ing Enda Kenny, are attending the 
emergency summit in Brussels, con-
vened on Monday in response to the 
Ukrainian crisis. 

Yesterday, the European Union 

announced an aid package of up to €11 
billion over two years for Ukraine, 
provided it signs up to a rescue pack-
age with the IMF, as the country tee-
ters on the brink of insolvency. Lead-
ers are expected to discuss sanctions, 
having given Russia an effective dead-
line of today by which time it must 
return troops to bases. 

With the summit due to finish at 
about 3pm in Brussels, EPP leaders 
will travel direct to Dublin where a 
meeting is scheduled for about 7pm. 

Tomorrow morning will see Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel, Span-
ish prime minister Mariano Rajoy, and 
Portuguese leader Pedro Passos Coe-
lho among others participate in a ple-
nary session at the Convention Cen-
tre, with the successful candidate for 
commission president due to be an-
nounced at 1pm. 

About 500 media representatives 
have signed up for the event, as well as 
13 EU commissioners and 17 heads of 
state. 

IRISH NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

AOH HIBERNIANS OF THE YEAR 

Since 1989 
 

James J. Brennan (2012) 
Paul Buckley (1992) 

Sister Vera Butler (2014)*** 
Richard F. Burke Jr. (1996) 

Joseph J. Cronin Sr. (2010) †  
Rev. Desmond G. Crotty (2004) †  

Patrick S. Dorion (2000) 
John D. Fitzmorris Jr. (2003) 
Norris V. Fitzmorris (1994) †  

Peter A. Hand (1999)†  
Archbishop Philip M. Hannan (1988) †  

John C. Kilburn (2006) 
Hon. James E. Kuhn (2011) 

Dermott McGlinchey (1993) †  
Gary P. McCarthy (2009)   
R. Milo McCarthy (2009) 

James F. McKay Jr. (1998) †  
Hon. James F. McKay III (2013) 

Joseph T. McKay Sr. (1990) †  
Kevin M. P. McKay (2012) 
R. James Moriarty (2008) 
W. Patrick Power (2005) 

James D. Rafferty (2005)†  
Rev. Msgr. John P. Reynolds (1989)†  
Archbishop Francis B. Schulte (1997)  

Patrick J. Sens (2001) 
Hon. John A. Shea (2002) 
Axel R. Stromboe (1995)†  
Mary Ann Swaim (1991) 

Hon. Dennis Waldron (2007) 
† - deceased 

*** - THIS YEAR’S HONOREE  



Adrian A. D’Arcy 
Shields Mott Lund LLP 

IN-NOLA President 
 

 
Adrian is a partner with the law firm of Shields Mott Lund LLP. Adrian’s primary area of practice is commercial liti-
gation, specializing in construction litigation.  Adrian is the Chairman of the New Orleans Bar Association’s Construc-
tion Committee. Adrian is also involved in the growing practice associated with Green Building and has obtained the 
LEED “Green Associate” designation.  Adrian graduated cum laude from Loyola Law School (New Orleans) in 2004. 
Adrian was born in Dublin City in Ireland but had the benefit of being raised in beautiful County Kerry.  He attended 
University College Dublin and obtained his B.A.(Hons)in Economics from UCD in 1990.  After graduating, Adrian 
moved to New York where he spent eight years in restaurant management with the Smith & Wollensky Restaurant 
Group.  In 1998 Adrian opened the New Orleans’ Smith & Wollensky restaurant and enrolled in law school two 
years later. Adrian attended law school at night while working in Smith & Wollensky.           
Adrian is a founding member of Irish Network New Orleans and is both an officer and board member of Irish Net-
work USA, currently serving as IN USA’s National Events Director.  He has been a member of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians since 1998 and has been an active member of the Irish Channel St. Patrick's Day Club in New Orleans 
since 1999. Adrian is also committed to promoting youth soccer in New Orleans and currently is the commissioner of 
the Carrollton Booster spring soccer program and a Carrollton Booster board member. 
 
Adrian had the fortune to meet a good Dublin girl, Karen, while in UCD.  After graduating UCD in 1992, Karen 

moved to New York and they married in 1997.  Karen is also a member of Irish Network New Orleans and is president of UCD’s Alumni group in Louisi-
ana. Adrian and Karen have two wonderful children; Grainne and Conor who now have burgeoning southern accents. 

Adrian is committed to IN-New Orleans harnessing the goodwill and energy of the diverse Irish Community in the city to promote Irish cultural aware-
ness in the city and to promote New Orleans to the sister Irish Networks, the North American Irish Community, and the country of Ireland. 



 
3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 
(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 
 

Voted Best Neigh-
borhood bar in Gam-

bit Weekly  
 

Rated the Best Irish 
Pub in the Southern 

United States 
 

 
YOUR PREMIER PLACE  

FOR SOCCER, RUGBY, AND WHO DATS 
 

50” Plasma Screen and 8 ft. projector screens 
 

BRILLIANT PUB QUIZ EVERY MONDAY 
 

HOME OF DELICIOUS 
BOO KOO BBQ 

 
www.finnmccools.com 



 

THE BUSINESS NAME 
P.O. BOX 19569 

NOLA  70179-0569 
Phone: 504-952-9925 

http://aohla.com 
FOLLOW THE  
LOUISIANA  

AOH ON-LINE 
http://aohla.com 

Facebook:  
Louisiana  

State Board of the  
Ancient Order  
of Hibernians 

STATE OFFICERS 

 

Joseph Casler - PRESIDENT 

Kenneth farrell - VICE-PRESIDENT 

Jeremy hughes - FIN. SECRETARY 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

 


