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Upper New York State was the scene of 
the 96th Biennial AOH National Conven-
tion for 2012, and the 
Hibernians of Louisi-
ana represented well 
and celebrated a 
unique triumph as one 
of our own, Judge 
James McKay was 
elected National Vice 
President. 

In what was a spir-
ited and constructive 
convention, former 
National Vice-President Brendan Moore 
of West Nyack, NY ran unopposed for 
National President while Daniel O’Con-
nell of Girard, Ohio won a hotly con-

tested election for National Treasurer.  
Brother Thomas McNabb of Auburn, New 

York was reelected to 
his post as National 
Secretary. 
Assuming office as Na-
tional Directors were 
Brothers Joseph Brady 
of Newport, Rhode 
Island; Jere Cole of 
Rockaway, New Jer-
sey; Dennis Donnelly 
of Heidelberg, Penn-
sylvania; Charles 

McLean of Staten Island, New York; Mi-
chael McNabb of Auburn, New York, and 
John Wilson, St. Peters, Missouri. 

(Continued on page 9) 

AOH CONCLUDES ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL  
NATIONAL CONVENTION IN NEW YORK 

IRISH CULTURAL MUSEUM  
TO OPEN IN OCTOBER 

This month AOH State Financial Secretary 
Matthew Ahearn will realize his vision for a 
French Quarter museum devoted to the his-
tory of the Irish in the Crescent City.  The 
doors of the Irish Cultural Museum of New 
Orleans will open in October allowing visi-
tors to learn about the city’s Irish heritage 
through archival maps, photographs, docu-
ments and newspaper clippings that very few 
people have had the opportunity to see.   
     Groundbreaking for the museum took 
place last November when Ireland’s U. S. 
Ambassador H.E. Michael Collins and mem-
bers of the AOH Hannan Division convened 
at 933 Conti Street to kick off the project.   

     Before construction began the Department 
of Anthropology at the University of New 
Orleans in partnership with the museum con-
ducted an archaeological excavation at the site 
which provided clues about the many indi-
viduals who have lived at the French Quarter 
property.   
     The first home on the property, built 
about 1780, was outside of the original French 
settlement in the Spanish expansion of the 
city. After the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 
there was a tremendous need for housing and 
the area of the French Quarter where the mu-
seum is located was quickly developed to ac-

(Continued on page 2) 

Newly-elected AOH Vice-President Judge Jim McKay 
(seated, second from left) sits with President Brendan Moore 
and the rest of the AOH National Board at the Biennial 
National Convention after their installation.  
- photograph courtesy of Bob Reers © 



Brothers: 
One truly can say that a labor of 
love is in fact no labor at all.  
When the AOH membership gave 
its blessing to start a quarterly 
newsletter four years ago, little did 
I or anyone else know that we 
would build a publication that now 
has Hibernians from throughout 
the nation paying attention to the 
news about the Irish down here in 
Louisiana.  As we well know now 
in New Orleans and elsewhere, a 
newspaper, newsletter, or any 
printed news item remains the best 
means of maintaining the bonds of 
unity in our community as well as 
in our fraternal brotherhood.  To 
see and read news items, photos, 
hear of events, and/or occasionally 
hear various opinions on them is 
the lifeblood of any good organiza-
tion or community of people. 

Over the last four years, I have 
been proud to serve you all as Edi-
tor-in-Chief of The Crescent Harp.  
Many of you have taken the time to 
compliment my fellow editors and 
me on the work we have done.  
However, while it has been very 
kind of you to say such things, I 
must differ with you.  While I can-
not thank enough Brothers John 
Browne, Stanton McNeely, and 
Jeremy Hughes who served as As-
sistant Editors and the Division and 
State Presidents who were ex-officio 
members, we only put the news-

letter together.  It is you the mem-
bership who makes The Crescent Harp 
the outstanding publication it has 
become.  It is the magnificent Irish 
and Irish-American community 
here throughout Louisiana and the 
Gulf South that makes this such a 
great newsletter.  Your participa-
tion, your submission of stories, 
your offering of photos, and your 
occasional decision to engage us in 
discussion and debate over what 
we have written that has made us 
continue looking for stories and 
photos and features to put into the 
next publication. 

Now, it is time to change be-
cause change is the nature of all 
things, and it is time for a new 
Editor-in-Chief to take over this 
newsletter as I redirect the major-
ity of my energies toward the com-
pletion of my work at school.  The 
man who steps into this position is 
someone who has forgotten much, 
much more about public relations 
and publishing newsletters than I 
could ever hope to learn.  Brother 
John Browne’s energy and deter-
mination belies his eighty-one 
years on this planet, and I can think 
of no one better to take the helm 
of The Crescent Harp.  With us from 
the moment the AOH reorganized 
back in 1988, Brother Browne has 
served in the unofficial role as 
AOH Public Relations Director, 
creating press releases and notify-

ing the appropriate organizations of 
what the AOH is up to and what it 
is going to do.  Brother Browne’s 
mantra is simple: “Do good things 
and tell people that you are doing 
good things and then tell people 
that you have done good things.”  It 
is my hope and prayer that you all 
will cooperate with him and offer 
him your stories and photos and 
opinions as readily as you did to 
me if not more. 

And just in case you were won-
dering, I have no plans to fall off 
the face of the planet.  As Brother 
Browne steps up to assume the 
role of Editor-in-Chief, I step 
down to become one of the Assis-
tant Editors.  I shall continue to 
cover plenty of stories relevant to 
the Hibernian brotherhood and 
even the occasional opinion when 
appropriate, always remembering 
that the words of St. Matthew 
10:34 is a call to “stir the pot” 
when necessary.  Whether it be to 
rally the Irish behind wonderful 
young women like Emily Mueller 
or come to the defense of our Holy 
Mother Church against bigotry and 
hatred or to offer an opinion that 
challenges us to look differently at 
the faith that has sustained the Irish 
over the centuries, this publication 
will continue to let Louisiana and 
the nation know what the Irish do 
and think and feel. 
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FROM THE OUTGOING EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: 

OUT WITH THE YOUNG, IN WITH THE OLD ??? NOT QUITE!!! 

commodate the growing 
population.  During that 
period the property was 
owned by a Free Woman 
of Color, Magdeleine 
Rillieux, and Jean Robert, 
a male refugee from Saint-
Dominque.  The pair re-
sided on Conti from 1808 
to 1832.  
     Records indicate that 
Irish and Italian immi-
grants were also among 
the series of property 
owners.   Entrepreneur 
and philanthropist John 
McDonogh, who owned 
real estate throughout the 
city, acquired the prop-
erty in 1847. The lot and 
five-room home was sold 
nine years after 
McDonogh’s death in 
1850 to Silvestre Blasini, 
an oyster vendor.   
     According to Ahearn 
the museum will be an 
educational cultural cen-
ter for the promotion of 

IRISH MUSEUM 
(Continued from page 1) 

New Orleans’ Irish heritage.  “A 
combination of traditional wall 
displays, interactive kiosks and 
documentary presentations will 
tell the story of New Orleans’ 
Irish as it has never been told 
before,” Ahearn said.  
“The museum will also support 
programs and other organiza-
tions that foster an appreciation 
for the Irish and Irish-American 
community in the greater New 
Orleans area.”      
     The Irish Cultural Museum 

will be run under the auspices of 
the St. Patrick Foundation, a 
non-profit organization whose 
purpose is the education of the 
general public about the culture, 
history and contributions of the 
Irish in New Orleans.  To that 
end the museum will host a se-
ries of cultural events, including 
lectures and art exhibits, and 
will offer a membership pro-
gram. 
     In addition to the main ex-
hibit room, the museum also 

features a theater space, a heri-
tage room and a picturesque 
French Quarter courtyard.  The 
venue will also be available for 
fundraisers, meetings, recep-
tions and parties.   
    For information about New 
Orleans newest cultural attrac-
tion contact Matthew Ahearn at 
504.416.0735. 
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After a spirited national convention 
at the Turning Stone Resort in up-
state New York this summer, where 
our own, Judge James F. McKay III, 
was elected national Vice President 
of our Order, it is now fall in Lou-
isiana.  The weather doesn’t agree 
with me yet, but hopefully soon we 
will feel that first cool snap which 
will brace us for an exciting year 
ahead.  Once again, we will be join-
ing with the Irish Channel St. Pat-
rick’s Day Club and others for the 
annual Half Way to St. Patrick’s Day 
March.  This is a great way to shake 
off the ennui of summertime.  Mark 
your calendars:  Friday, October 5th 
starting at noon at Washington Ar-
tillery in the French Quarter, across 
from Jackson Square.  

Fall also means that it is fund-
raising season.  We will be hosting 
our annual Irish Night Fundraiser 
on Friday, October 26th from 7 PM 
to 11 PM at St. Dominic’s Gymna-
sium in Lakeview.  This event has 
become critical to our ability to 
make positive charitable contribu-
tions to our communities.  The pur-
chase of a $100.00 ticket provides 
admission for two people to enjoy 
an Irish buffet dinner, an open bar, 
live Irish music and dancing, and a 
chance to win $10,000.00!  We 
have sold out the event for the past 
two years and are hopeful to do it 
again.  It is a wonderful night and 
all who have attended have thor-
oughly enjoyed the festivities, so I 
encourage all of you to buy your 
tickets now, so you don’t miss out 
on a fabulous time. 

Of course, charity does not al-

ways involve writing a check.  On 
Saturday, September 22nd, we co-
hosted a Blood Drive with the Em-
erald Society of New Orleans and 
the Blood Center of Louisiana.  The 
event was well attended and yielded 
52 donations of blood to help sup-
port two St. John Parish Deputies 
who were wounded in the line of 
duty.  We were told in advance that 
a typical blood drive like this one 
yields about 20 donations, so more 
than doubling that number made 
this event a major success.  More 
importantly, it provided much 
needed blood supplies for the depu-
ties and the community at large, 
which is running low since Hurri-
cane Isaac rudely came ashore and 
lingered much too long at the end 
of August.  

I would be remiss if I did not 
take this opportunity to thank John 
Fitzmorris III for all of his work as 
the Editor-in-Chief of this publica-
tion for the past two years.  Brother 
Fitzmorris’ enthusiasm for the 
Crescent Harp and the AOH should 
serve as an inspiration to all of us.  
Alas, duty calls and Brother Fitz-
morris needs to spend more time 
hitting the books to finish his effort 
to earn a PhD degree, so he has re-
cently stepped down from the posi-
tion.  No doubt, he leaves big shoes 
to fill, both literally and figuratively, 
but our venerable Brother John 
Browne remains undaunted so he 
has agreed to take up the challenge 
as our new Editor-in-Chief!  All the 
best to you, Brother Browne and 
many thanks again Brother Fitzmor-
ris! 

Finally, I am happy to let you 
know that by the time you read this, 
the Irish Cultural Museum of New 
Orleans, 933 Conti Street, will be 
open for business.  Brother Mat-
thew Ahearn has sunk blood, sweat 
and tears into this project and his 
passion for bringing the history of 
the Irish in New Orleans into public 
light should be loudly applauded.  
I’m sure we all look forward to 
holding our first of many Hibernian 
events at the museum soon.  Con-
gratulations, Brother Ahearn! 

As you can see, these are excit-
ing times for the Louisiana Hiber-
nians.  Our membership numbers 
are up and our various projects and 
events have a lot of positive mo-
mentum behind them.  I’m looking 
forward to another great year and 
hope to see you all along the way as 
we march forward carrying the 
banner of Friendship, Unity and 
Christian Charity! 

STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 



The Republic of West Florida Divi-
sion’s generosity made it possible 
for its president, Professor Martin 
Kearney, to attend the national con-
vention this past July in Verona, NY.  

While there, the division’s presi-
dent was able both to support Lou-
isiana’s own Judge Jim McKay in his 
successful bid for the AOH National 
Vice Presidency, and to take the 
Major Degree conferred upon him 
by Tara Court.  

Since our annual Silent/Live Auc-
tion this past June, the division has 
made a sizable donation to the local 
St. Vincent de Paul’s Society to pur-
chase school uniforms for the chil-
dren of the needy in our commu-
nity. Members of this division also 
recently attended a fund raiser for a 
local Right-To-Life facility at which 
they made another substantial dona-
tion in their division’s name.  

This coming December 9 will 

mark the date of the division’s sec-
ond Irish cultural evening in Pon-
chatoula. “An Irish Christmas” will 
feature Irish dancers, musicians, and 
choir as part of the entertainment 
on offer at what we hope will be-
come our division’s annual Christ-
mas banquet. Please stay tuned for 
more details of this stirring Irish 
event that will appear in the next 
edition of the Crescent Harp.  

Slan agut. 

Pete's is Lafayette's oldest Family Sports Restaurant 
Weekly Lunch Specials 

World Famous Big Pete Burger Special  
Wednesday night and Saturday Lunch 

Party Rooms available at no charge 
Proud Supporter of All Louisiana Athletics 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE AOH 
 

We show all Your Favorite Games on our 46 TV's 
Great Food, Great Friends, Great Fun 

www.petesonjohnston.com 
3903 Johnston St. 

Lafayette, LA 70503 
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WEST FLORIDA WELL-REPRESNTED AT TURNINGSTONE  

When Lisa Brady applied to par-
ticipate in the New Orleans Rose 
Association's competition earlier 
this year,  she was one of 17 po-
tential candidates who hoped to 
win a trip to Tralee, Ireland.  She 
was sponsored by the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians.  When she 
was judged the New Orleans 
Rose in a gala at Irish House, she 
was thrilled, looking forward to 
visiting her mother's native coun-
try where her grandmother still 
lives.  She also has cousins in 
Sligo and Offaly.  Little did Lisa 

know that she would make 
two  trips during the 21st year 
that New Orleans has sent a can-
didate. 
     The first trip was to Portlao-
ise, between Dublin and Limer-

ick, accompanied by Kate Ferg, 
representing NORA and the La-
dies AOH.  From June 1 to 4 she 
participated with 54 other en-
trants in the Regional Finals; all 
hoped to be among the 32 final-
ists - and Lisa was.  "We were 
treated like celebrities," she 
says.  "People would stop me on 
the street, ask for my autograph 
and to be photographed with 
me." 
     Lisa, born in Covington, 
graduated from St. Scholastica 

(Continued on page 12) 

New Orleans Rose Lisa Brady 

THE ROAD TO TRALEE WENT BY WAY OF PORTALAOISE 



IN MEMORIAM 

MS. JANE SILVA 
Friend of the Hibernians 

MRS. BETTY BROWNE 
Friend of the Hibernians 

HON. JOSEPH I. GIARRUSSO 
Friend of the Hibernians 

COL. LAWRENCE B. FITZMORRIS 
Friend of the Hibernians 

MRS. DOLORES BOURGEOIS PHILLIPS 
Sister of Gerrie Martinez and Friend of the Hibernians 

MR. JOHN MURPHY 
Father of Brother Steve Murphy and Friend of the Hibernians 

  

PRAYERS 

LITTLE MISS CLARE COOK 
Newborn Daughter of Brother Chris Cook and Future Lady Hibernian 

MISS KIM CUC 
Friend of the Hibernians 

and 

ALL OF OUR MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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Many who watch Saints games believe 
that the person spotted most often by 
television cameras was either Drew Brees 
or head coach Sean Payton.  However, 
the Hibernians know better that the cam-
eras catch Brother Thomas McCrossen 
more than anyone else.   

“Tommy Mac” or just “Mac” to all who 
know him is a dedicated and loyal Hiber-
nian.  In addition, Brother McCrossen has 
been the man “with the balls” for each and 
every home game and now road games.  
So each time the cameras focus on the 
head coaches, Brother McCrossen often 
gets his Irish mug on the TV screen.  His 
looks and energy belie his sixty-five years 
of age.  Decked out in a blue vest with an 
orange “X” that denotes him as an NFL 
ball boy, Brother Mac is ready at a sec-
ond’s notice with a fresh football for the 
officials to spot and is alert for a football 
from the ref to hold for a future spot or 
take out of play permanently.  Part of the 
“Irish Channel Club Mafia” that makes up 
a large number of the ball boys and chain 
gang for the Saints, Tommy Mac is joined 
each Sunday in the Superdome by his 
brother Johnny McCrossen (also an AOH 
Member), Donald Gunaldo, Tommy 
Powell, and Jim Kreller.   

How he came to be part of the organi-
zation is a story in and of itself.  Tommy 
and Johnny were the sons of a New Or-
leans police officer from the Irish Channel 
who preached hard work, dedication, and 
loyalty as the most important values in 
having any job.  Tommy worked for 
thirty-nine years on the New Orleans 
riverfront before he retired in April.  In 
1978 Tommy fell in with the Saints or-
ganization almost by accident.  A guest of 
Irish Channel resident Silky Powell, the 
longtime assistant equipment manager of 
the Saints who recently retired, Brother 
Mac found himself taking a tour of the old 
Saints facility on David Drive where he 
got to see the locker room and meet 
some of the Saints players.  

The rest is the stuff of which dreams 
are made.  “I am walking through the 

locker room following Silky,” Tommy 
says, “when suddenly Tommy Myers and 
several other defensive backs came 
through on their way to a film session.  
They invited me to come watch the film 
session with them.  Unfortunately, Silky 
and Dan “The Chief” Simmons (the head 
equipment manager) had been wondering 
where I got to!  Later, though, Simmons 
discovered that his children and mine car-

pooled together; so, despite the breach in 
protocol, Silky and Chief invited me back 
to come and visit any time I wanted.” 

In 1981, Brother Mac was offered a 
part time job by Simmons under newly-
hired head coach O.A. “Bum” Phillips to 
work on the field for the games at the 
Superdome.  “I had been a Saints season 
ticket holder from Day One,” Tommy 
says.  “My seats were on the 50-yard line, 
but I was the last seat from the top of the 
upper deck at old Tulane Stadium.  Now 
I was down on the 50-yard line at field 
level!  That is what hard work, dedica-
tion, and loyalty to friends like Silky 
Powell and Chief Simmons can do for 
you.” 

Since that day more than thirty years 
ago, Tommy has been assisting with the 
loading and unloading of equipment.  
Each Saturday during football season, 
Tommy arrives at the Saints facility at 
7:30 a.m. to load the truck with pads, 

helmets, footballs (of course), and train-
ers’ equipment to take from Airline 
Drive to the Superdome.  Once at the 
Superdome, everything gets off-loaded 
and placed in the Saints’ locker room. 

“In just an hour, ninety minutes at 
most,” Tommy says with the pride that 
comes from being dedicated to his job, “a 
completely bare locker room is trans-
formed.  All players’ lockers have their 
pads and helmets in place.  We put the 
jerseys in on Sunday just before the play-
ers come into the locker room.” 

On Sunday, Tommy and his fellow ball 
boys and chain gang members get to the 
Dome about two hours early to finish 
preparing the equipment for the team and 
then meet with game officials.  “Each offi-
ciating crew is unique, but there are gen-
eral rules and regulations for us as ball 
boys,” Tommy says.  “We are expected to 
be an extension of the officials on the 
field, so we are not supposed to show 
emotion during the game and should not 
lose focus on the task at hand.”  After the 
meeting, the crew then puts on their blue 
vests with the orange markings to warm 
up and throw the football around with 
each other and with any players who 
come out early to the field. 

The task is simple.  An NFL ball boy 
like Tommy shadows a particular referee 
throughout the game, be on the spot with 
a football for the official when he requests 
it, and be ready to get a football from the 
official when he takes it out of play.  
Tommy starts on the visitors’ sideline in 
the first half and then moves over to the 
Saints’ sideline for the second half.  
Tommy must follow along the line of 
scrimmage ready with his ball.  Thus, 
when the cameras zoom in on the head 
coach on the sideline, one can usually 
spot Brother McCrossen standing at the 
ready or throwing in or taking out a ball. 

 
THAT CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON 

For thirty-one years, this has been 
Tommy’s job each and every home game.  

(Continued on page 7) 

FOCUS ON A HIBERNIAN - THE MAN WITH THE BALLS 

AOH Member Tommy McCrossen (left) stands 
with his brother and fellow NFL ball boy Johnny 
McCrossen before one of the Saints games. 
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However, in 2009 Tommy traveled to 
Philadelphia on his own dime and worked 
on the field.  The Saints won 48-22, and 
many on the team started calling Brother 
Mac “The Lucky Leprechaun.”  Then, 
another ball boy who traveled with the 
team got injured after the Bills game.  So, 
the team asked Brother McCrossen to 
travel to—of all places Miami—and 
work that game.  Despite a shaky start in 
the first half that had the Saints down 21-
3 at one point, the team rallied in the 
second half and won the game 46-34.  
Form that point onward, the “luck lepre-
chaun” became a mainstay on the team 
trips out of town; and the rest as they say 
is history.  The Saints went 13-3 and 
surged through the playoffs to go all the 
way to the Super Bowl. 

Along for the ride went Brother 
McCrossen.  “‘Chief’ Simmons, some of 
the ball boys, and I went down to Miami 
a week before to prepare themselves for 
the big event.  Tommy’s eyes begin to 
mist when he recounts those magical two 
weeks.  “Coach Payton went down early 
to prep for the game. Well, when the 
rest of the Saints arrived in Miami, 
Payton and some of the players dressed 
up as bellhops to greet the team, which 
immediately lightened the atmosphere for 
everyone.  That was good because Coach 
Payton did his best to make the game 
seem like just another routine road game 
in the NFL.” 

Evidently, such a strategy paid off al-
though not during the first half of the 
championship game.  In a break with his 
usual routine, Tommy started on the 

Saints’ sideline and watched the Who 
Dats fall behind early.  However, what 
happened in the second half will forever 
remained etched in his memory as well as 
the rest of the Who Dat Nation’s.  “I on 
the Colts’ sideline for (Thomas) Mo-
restead’s on sides kick, but I could see 
Coach Payton and all the Saints going 
nuts.  I could barely keep my emotions in 
check when the officials ruled we had 
recovered.” 

The Saints took the lead and then went 
back and forth with the Colts until the 
late in fourth quarter when the Saints led 
24-17.  “I am on the sideline again fol-
lowing my official with the game ball,” 
Tommy says.  “And again, here came the 
Colts and Peyton Manning driving down 
the field, looking to tie the score.”  In-
stead, Manning and the rest of the world 
saw Tracy Porter make the most impor-
tant interception in New Orleans Saints 
history.  “I started running down the side-
line at full sprint and almost lost my emo-
tional control then and there, especially 
knowing that Peyton Manning could eas-
ily bring the Colts back.” 

When the Saints finally stopped the 
Colts and secured the win, the emotional 
dam burst. “In the Super Bowl, there 
were Saints ball boys, Colts ball boys, and 
Dolphins ball boys because Miami was the 
host team,” Tommy says.  “Well, when 
we finally stopped Peyton on fourth 
down, I started dancing around and 
shouting.  Probably one of the Miami ball 
boys yelled at me that I was not supposed 
to be acting like that.  I told him, ‘I have 
suffered with this team since they first 
came into the league.  I’ll dance and 
shout if I damn well want to!’ I then 

found Silky (Powell) and danced and 
cried with him.” 

The magic of the moment did not end 
with the victory.  In a kind and generous 
gesture, the Saints asked the ball boys to 
stand in the photo with the rest of the 
team.  When they returned to New Or-
leans and gave out the rings, Tommy was 
called down to the facility and presented 
with one as well.  “Hard work and dedi-
cation and loyalty to Silky,” Tommy says.  
“My father’s words to me long ago 
proved true again.” 

 
COME A LONG WAY, BUT STILL A 
LONG WAY TO GO 

Looking back over his thirty-one years, 
Tommy remembers the heartaches and 
tragedies that have befallen the team, but 
he prefers to focus on the triumphs.  
“Obviously, 2005 was the worst season 
ever for us,” Tommy says.  “Katrina, 
playing in Tiger Stadium, then playing in 
San Antonio was just hell on everyone—
especially because we did not know 
whether the team would come back to 
New Orleans. 

“However, 2006 was just magnificent.  
That night in the Superdome when Steve 
Gleason blocked the punt…that was one 
of those moments.  I mean, we had the 
celebration before the game, which was 
great.  Then came the game, and that 
blocked punt brought the house down.  I 
was on the Falcons’ sideline, and I could 
see J.L. Mora (the Falcons’ head coach at 
the time) on the sideline with a look that 
told me he knew it would not be his 
team’s night.” 

Brother McCrossen remembers many 

FOCUS ON A HIBERNIAN 
(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 11) 



ANNUAL IRISH NIGHT 
$10,000 RAFFLE 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2012 7:00PM -
11:00PM 

ST. DOMINIC’S GYMNASIUM  
775 HARRISON AVE. 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 

IRISH DINNER BUFFET, OPEN BAR, AND LIVE MUSIC BY 
 

STEPHEN’S GREEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 DONATION $100.00 WINNER NEED NOT 

 TICKET ADMITS 2 BE PRESENT 
 

To Purchase Tickets, Please Call 
JOSEPH CASLER AT 504-202-0501 

ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS 
P.O. BOX 19569, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70179-0569 
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AOH DONATES BLOOD FOR HEROES 

The AOH held its first ever Blood 
Drive on Saturday, September 22 at 
the St. Dominic Gymnasium.  More 
than fifty Hibernians and generous 
individuals showed up to help re-
plenish the local blood supply when 
four St. John the Baptist Parish 
Sheriff’s Deputies were shot, and 
two were killed.  Deputies Jason 
Triche and Mike Boyington were 
critically wounded in the attack, and 
the blood drive helped make up for 
the loss in saving those two depu-
ties’ lives.  With the assistance of 
The Blood Center of New Orleans, 
the Hibernians collected fifty-two 
pints of blood.  As part of the event, 
the AOH also held a tailgate party 

for the donors.  Many thanks go out 
to Junior Hibernian Michael Ahearn 
and his brother Hibernian Luke 
Ahearn who worked throughout the 

entire afternoon.  In addition, 
thanks go out to Hibernians Mark 
Shea, Joe Casler, Rich Graham, John 
Browne, Tommy O’Brien, Richard 
Burke, John Fitzmorris Jr., Joseph 
O’Sullivan, and Kevin Barnes who 
attended the event and donated 
their time as well as their blood. 

The convention was held at the 
Turningstone Resort and Casino out-
side of Syracuse, New York and fea-
tured a series of general meetings, 
break out committee sessions, evening 
banquets, the conferral of the Major 
Degree, and Masses to open and close 
the convention. 

One of the highlights of  the conven-
tion was the visit of First Minister 
Martin McGuinness, one of the archi-
tects of the Good Friday Peace Ac-
cords just fresh from his gesture of 
reconciliation with Elizabeth II of Eng-
land. 

On Wednesday night, The Presi-
dent’s Leadership Award went to Sis-
ter Phyllis O’Dowd of Suffolk County 
NY and the Columban Fathers and Sis-
ters received their biennial generous 
gift with another donation given to the 

Precious Life Home for battered 
women. 

The second award was the John F. 
Kennedy Medal voted by the AOH/
LAOH to Labor Priest and College 
Professor as well as Past National 
Chaplain Father Patrick Sullivan who 
most recently led the Boston Diocese 
Labor Guild. Father is a member of 
the Holy Cross community and has 
taught at the University of Notre 

Dame as well as King’s College in 
Pennsylvania. The night finished with 
short talks by newly elected A.O.H. 
President Brendan Moore of NY and 
L.A.O.H. President Maureen Sheldon 
of Michigan. 

Of course, among the unspoken 
highlights of every convention are the 
hospitality suites hosted by respective 
divisions and/or regions.  This year, 
the Louisiana Hibernians were proud 
to partner with their fellow AOH 
throughout the Southern Region to 
provide a magnificent hospitality suite 
with plenty of food, drink, and a num-
ber of raffled off prizes for the conven-
tion attendees. 

Many thanks go out to Liam McNabb 
and Mary Leatham of the LAOH for a 
wonderful convention at a wonderful 
location.  The next convention will be 
in Atlantic City, New Jersey in 2014, 
so please be sure to start making plans 
now. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
(Continued from page 1) 

Roland Belsome (right) stands as Brother John 
Fitzmorris is about to get his needle to donate  
blood at the AOH /Emerald Society Blood Drive 
on September 22 

Outgoing AOH National President Seamus Boyle (left)
shakes the hand of newly installed President Brendan 
Moore at the National Convention. - photograph 
courtesy of Bob Reers © 



Thursday, October 18th – Hannan / 
Gibbons Meeting @ St Dominic 

Friday, October 26th – Irish Night 
Fundraiser @ St Dominic Gym 

Thursday, December 13th - Christmas 
Party @ St Dominic Gym 

Thursday, January 17th – Hannan / 
Gibbons Meeting @ St Dominic 

Tuesday, March 5th – Hannan / Gib-
bons Meeting @ St Dominic 

Friday, March 8th - Practice March @ 
French Quarter 

Thursday, March 14th - Block Party @ 
Annunciation Square / St. Michael's 
School 
Saturday, March 16th - St. Patrick's 
Day Parade @ Irish Channel 

Sunday, March 17th - St. Patrick's Day 
Mass @ St Patrick's Church and Ban-
quet @ Sheraton 

Thursday, May 16th – Hannan / Gib-
bons Meeting @ St Dominic 

*Saturday, July 20th* - State Conven-
tion - Location TBD  *Date is tenta-
tive. 

CALENDAR PAGE—UPCOMING IRISH EVENTS 

St. Joseph Church Lantern Light Ministry 

FISH FRY 
Friday, October 19, 2012 

The Presentation Sisters Rebuild Center 
1803 Gravier Street 

 

DONATION $10.00 
Menu courtesy of “The Wisdom Reception Center” 

Fried Catfish, Baked Macaroni, Corn Salad, Bread,  
Bread Pudding, and a Soda 

Pre-Orders 
10-11 a.m. 

Walk-In Orders 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 



individuals with fondness.  When asked 
his favorite head coach, Tommy has noth-
ing but good to say about all the head 
coaches.  “Mike Ditka did not have suc-
cess,” he says, “and it was something of a 
circus; but Coach Ditka was always good 
to us when we were around.  Also, I 
never saw anyone who did his best to re-
main physically fit despite his hip and 
knee problems.”  As for assistant coaches, 
Tommy answers with ease.  “Coaches 
(Terry) Malone and (Greg) McMahon.  
First, they are both great guys.  Secondly, 
when I asked them to march in the Irish 
Channel Parade, they immediately ac-
cepted.  In fact, Coach Malone’s daughter 
is now a member of the Irish Channel 
Court. 

“I am also a big fan of Coach Joe Vitt.  
He is a solid football man who has kept 
the coaching staff steady even though he 
has to serve a six game suspension.  (New 
defensive coordinator) Spagnuolo is a 
great guy also and will have that defense 
back in shape once the players understand 
the system.” 

As far as players, a number stick out.  
“Archie Manning was just a first rate guy 
to me and everyone else in the organiza-
tion.  If ever anyone deserved better than 
he had, it was Archie; but he was never 
bitter about it.  Bobby Hebert was a great 
guy and treated us as he would anyone 
else.  It never got to his head.  Eric Mar-
tin was the same way, and we used to toss 
the football with him.  The one I remem-
ber with the most fondness was Earl 
Campbell.  Obviously, he was at the end 
of his career in New Orleans and retired 
during the preseason in 1986 when he 
knew he just did not have it anymore.  
Earl gave me a pair of his running shoes 

that I still have to this day.  He wrote 
‘Peace and Love’ on them, just like he 
did every time he signed an autograph.” 

When asked whom he thinks is the 
greatest Saint, Tommy is certainly not be 
alone in naming Drew Brees. “I have 
never seen anyone as focused as Drew is.  
His presence in this organization has 
made it a championship team and a win-
ner because of his hard work and dedica-
tion.” 

Greatest Saints head coach?  “Not hard 
there,” Tommy says with a laugh but im-
mediately after a look of seriousness. 
“Sean Payton is just like Drew.  Totally 
focused on his job and totally prepared.  
Coach Payton and Drew make an incredi-
ble combination, and it is a shame that 
the NFL has suspended him for the season 
like this. 

However, the Saint who stands out the 
most for Tommy is Steve Gleason.  “That 
man has an indomitable spirit.  He comes 
into the Saints practice facility every day 
in his wheelchair, and his assistants give 
him physical therapy.  They lower him 
into the whirlpool and then take him into 
the sauna.  I have never seen anyone en-
joy life like that guy.  He was never the 
strongest or the fastest, but he worked 
harder than anyone and was dedicated 
more than anyone.  Now, he has a statue 
outside the Superdome.” 

Although the Saints have started the 
season 1-4, Tommy does not waver in his 
belief that the team can turn it around.  
His opinion is not the “pie-in-the-sky” 
hopefulness of the eternal Saints optimist, 
but one formed by the quality of the play-
ers he knows are in the organization.  
“They ain’t done yet by a long shot.  
When you have Number Nine as your 
quarterback, it’s never over.  We need to 
win and soon, but this team is not like 

other Saints teams where players gave up 
when things got down. Number Nine 
won’t let them do that.  They say that no 
team who started 0-4 ever made the Su-
per Bowl.  Number Nine proved that 
records are made to be broken.” 

When asked how long he plans to con-
tinue as a ball boy, Tommy’s answer is 
typical of his indomitable Irish spirit.  
“Until they have to carry me out,” he re-
plies.  “As a ball boy, I have memories 
that I never would have had otherwise.  It 
has been a dream come true.  I got to see 
Drew Brees break the passing record in 
2011, and he gave me a ball from that 
game.  The Saints put together an Old-
Timers All-Star Baseball Game in the Su-
perdome one summer, and I got to visit 
in the locker room with Hank Aaron, 
Willie Mays, Joe DiMaggio, and other 
baseball greats. I got to stand on the field 
at Tiger Stadium.  I got to stand on the 
sideline at the Super Bowl.  Not bad for a 
guy who was one seat from going over 
the back of the upper deck at Tulane Sta-
dium.” 

Not bad at all for a Hibernian who dis-
plays the best aspects of our Motto and 
adds to that hard work, dedication, and 
loyalty. 

 

FOCUS ON A HIBERNIAN 
(Continued from page 7) 
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Do you know a Hibernian who should be featured because 
of his work in the organization or the community?   

Let us know, so we can feature him in a future issue. 



Academy where she was Valedic-
torian in 2009.  She lives in Fol-
som with her parents Claude E. 
Brady, Jr. and Rose Marie Brigid 
Chawke.  At present she is a stu-
dent at the University of Alabama 
in Tuscaloosa majoring in psy-
chology and Spanish.  She is ac-
tive in numerous extra-curricular 
activities and is a Zumba instruc-
tor.  Lisa works part-time in the 
city's only Irish restaurant.  Her 
ambitions are to serve as an in-
tern on a mission trip to Central 
America, join the Peace Corps 
for two years and get a Master's 
degree and Ph. D. 
     After a brief respite back 
home, Lisa returned to Ireland 
August 17 to 21, this time to Tra-
lee, accompanied by Nora Lam-
bert and Mary Ann McGrath 
Swaim, who was recognized as 
having introduced Irish dancing 

to New Or-
leans.  The 32 
finalists were 
divided on suc-
cessive eve-
nings.  "Again," 
Nora says, "the 
girls were 
hailed as celeb-
rities and the 
media were on 
them like gravy 
on rice.  Lisa 
performed like 
the veteran she had become.  It 
should be noted that Nora Lam-
bert's invention of Rose Buds for 
young aspiring Roses has now 
been adopted by the Tralee or-
ganization. 
     Lisa's performance of the 
Zumba on the first evening was 
so compelling that one of the or-
ganizers, Compere Daithi O Se, 
joined in the dance.  Both were 
pictured in large color photos in 

two newspapers, The Irish Daily 
Mail and and the Irish Independ-
ent News. 
     Although the honor of 2012 
Rose of Tralee went to the en-
trant from Luxembourg, Lisa re-
cently wrote to Nora, "The Rose 
experience was the best that I 
have had.  I am having Ireland 
withdrawals!" 

THE ROSE OF TRALEE 
(Continued from page 4) 

PAGE 12 THE CRESCENT HARP 

Lisa Brady (with black cowboy hat) and her fellow Rose contest-
ants hoist International Rose of Tralee Host Dáithí Ó Sé  at the  
Annual Rose Contest in Portlaoise. 

Left. Lisa Brady of New Orleans may not have come home as the International Rose of Tralee,  but she certainly 
schooled RTE host Daithi O Se in the art of Zumba Dancing.   Right. Nicola McEvoy of Luxembourg was the 2012 
Rose of Tralee. 
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On Sunday, September 30, 2012, 
members of the Ladies Ancient Or-
der of Hibernians and their guests 
gathered for Mass at St. Patrick’s 
Church for the LAOH’s annual 
Golden Rose Celebration.  Presi-
dent Joan Eckholdt was honored to 
present the 2012 Golden Rose 
Award to this year’s recipient, Ione 
A. Power. The Golden Rose Award 
is given each year to a person who 
has excelled in furthering the goals 

of the Ladies Ancient Order of 
Hibernians and who has also served 
the community in an outstanding 
manner.  The award is usually pre-
sented near the feast day of Our 
Lady of Knock, Ireland’s Golden 
Rose.  Following Mass, the group 
assembled in the Rectory for a Pot 
Luck Brunch with lots of food and 
drinks.  

Ione is a charter member of the 
LAOH, Margaret Haughery Divi-

sion, formed in 1991.  She is also a 
charter member of the New Or-
leans Rose Association, a group 
founded to give a young lady from 
the New Orleans area the opportu-
nity to compete in the International 
Rose of Tralee Festival held in Tra-
lee, Ireland.  Ione is always available 
to help out wherever she is needed. 

Congratulations to the 2012 
Golden Rose, Ione A. Power.  

LAOH - GOLDEN ROSE CELEBRATION 

HISTORICAL MOMENT - THE IRISH NETWORK CELEBRATES  

SIXTY YEARS OF THE QUIET MAN 

“Ah, five moiles...and maybe a half 
more.  Ya see that road over there?  Well 
don’t take it, it’ll never get you there!” 
These lines and many others from 
John Ford’s classic movie The Quiet 
Man are literally canon to all who 
call themselves Irish Americans.  
However, it is often difficult to 
comprehend that John Wayne, Mau-
reen O’Hara, Barry Fitzgerald, 
Ward Bond, and an amazing cast 
came together sixty years ago to 
regale cinema patrons with the tale 
of Sean “Trooper Thorn” Thornton 
and his return to his native village 
of Innisfree and his home White 
O’Mornin’. 

Nonetheless, the film retains a 
timeless quality, and the Irish Net-
work New Orleans placed The Quiet 
Man at the center of its First Ever 
Irish Film Fest, held at the Prytania 
Theater from September 14-16.  
With black tie and evening gowns 
and AOH Brother Aidan Gill’s port-
able bar giving patrons a good sense 

of “Irish spirit” reminiscent of Co-
han’s Pub, the Film Fest was a re-
sounding success. 

Eleven full length feature films—
for both adults and children—and a 
series of Irish film shorts displayed 

interpretations of Ireland and issues 
in Irish and Irish American life that 
touched on rural life, urban life, 
immigration, relationships, and the 
Church. 

However, it is The Quiet Man that 

served to draw crowds to the ven-
erable old theater in Uptown.  Re-
leased in 1952, The Quiet Man was 
directed by John Ford, born Sean 
Aloysius O'Fearna to Irish parents 
from Galway.  The tale of a troubled 
former boxer who comes home to 
his native Ireland, The Quiet Man 
features one of the all-time great 
fights in cinematic history and a 
treasure trove of Irish wit and hu-
mor.   

What often is not known about 
the film is how much of a family 
affair it was. The Duke brought all 
four of his children to the set, and 
they served as extras during the 
horse-racing scene.  Maureen 
O’Hara’s two younger brothers, 
Charles and James Fitzsimons, 
played the local IRA Chief Hugh 
Forbes and Father Paul respectively.  
The irrepressible Barry Fitzgerald, 
who was born William J. Shields, 
had his younger brother Arthur play 
the Rev. Mr. “Snuffy” Playfair, the 



BIG WHEEL  

NOVELTIES, INC. 

2712 Florida Avenue 

Kenner, LA 70062 

504-464-0523 

or  

800-375-6853 

 

www.bigwheelnovelties.com 

 

Irish gifts, novelties, beads,  

& party supplies. 

We custom imprint over 500 items.   

Open year round. 

Adrian A. D’Arcy 
Shields Mott Lund LLP 

IN-NOLA President 
 

 
Adrian is a partner with the law firm of Shields Mott Lund LLP. Adrian’s primary area of practice is commercial liti-
gation, specializing in construction litigation.  Adrian is the Chairman of the New Orleans Bar Association’s Construc-
tion Committee. Adrian is also involved in the growing practice associated with Green Building and has obtained the 
LEED “Green Associate” designation.  Adrian graduated cum laude from Loyola Law School (New Orleans) in 2004. 
Adrian was born in Dublin City in Ireland but had the benefit of being raised in beautiful County Kerry.  He attended 
University College Dublin and obtained his B.A.(Hons)in Economics from UCD in 1990.  After graduating, Adrian 
moved to New York where he spent eight years in restaurant management with the Smith & Wollensky Restaurant 
Group.  In 1998 Adrian opened the New Orleans’ Smith & Wollensky restaurant and enrolled in law school two 
years later. Adrian attended law school at night while working in Smith & Wollensky.           
Adrian is a founding member of Irish Network New Orleans and is both an officer and board member of Irish Net-
work USA, currently serving as IN USA’s National Events Director.  He has been a member of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians since 1998 and has been an active member of the Irish Channel St. Patrick's Day Club in New Orleans 
since 1999. Adrian is also committed to promoting youth soccer in New Orleans and currently is the commissioner of 
the Carrollton Booster spring soccer program and a Carrollton Booster board member. 
 
Adrian had the fortune to meet a good Dublin girl, Karen, while in UCD.  After graduating UCD in 1992, Karen 

moved to New York and they married in 1997.  Karen is also a member of Irish Network New Orleans and is president of UCD’s Alumni group in Louisi-
ana. Adrian and Karen have two wonderful children; Grainne and Conor who now have burgeoning southern accents. 

Adrian is committed to IN-New Orleans harnessing the goodwill and energy of the diverse Irish Community in the city to promote Irish cultural aware-
ness in the city and to promote New Orleans to the sister Irish Networks, the North American Irish Community, and the country of Ireland. 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE 

 

1/4 Page Ad - $100.00 

 

1/2 Page Ad - $200.00 

 

Full Page Ad - $400.00 



 
3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 
(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 
 

Voted the Best Neighborhood 
bar in Gambit Weekly  

 
Rated the Best Irish Pub in the 

Southern United States 
 

BooKoo BBQ 
12– 4:30 p.m., 6-10:00 p.m. 

RIBS ON SATURDAY 
 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE FOR 
SOCCER 

AND  
        WHO DATS 

 
50” Plasma Screen and 8 ft. projector screens 

 
Mondays—Trivia Night 
Tuesdays—Dart League 

Wednesday—Pool League 
Thursdays—Scrabble and Board Game Night 

 
6 Nations Rugby—$10 on game day 

Football @ Finn’s...GOAAAALLLLL!!! 
Members’ Beer Bucket Specials 

 

 



 

P.O. BOX 19569 
NOLA  70179-0569 

Phone: 504-952-9925 
E-mail: louisianaaoh@aohla.com 

http://aohla.com 

THE ANCIENT ORDER OF 

H IBERNIANS IN LOUISIANA 

STATE OFFICERS 

 

Joseph Casler - PRESIDENT 

Kenneth farrell - VICE-PRESIDENT 

Matthew ahearn - FIN. SECRETARY 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

JEREMY HUGHES  - rec. secretary 

 

The AOH has “gone green!” 
The AOH now e-mails The Crescent Harp to all who have e-mails.   

If you still want a paper copy for future issues, please let us know at  
johntbettb@aol.com or call 504-952-9925. 

Church of Ireland Pastor who coun-
sels Thornton and reveals that he 
also boxed at one time.  Finally, 
even John Ford got his family into 
the act with his older brother Fran-
cis playing the elderly Dan Tobin 
who rises from his “deathbed” to go 
watch the fight at the close of the 
movie. 

A number of other significant 
character actors made their appear-
ances in The Quiet Man.  Jack 
MacGowran, “Red Will” Danaher’s 
little toady, would play an interest-
ing role as the drunken director, 
Burke Dennings, killed by Regan 
McNeill in The Exorcist.  Ken Curtis, 
the accordion-playing Mr. Fahy 
(“That’s ‘EFF-AY-HAYTCH-WHY’, 
no ‘E,’ Squireen Danaher!”) acted in 
many of Ford’s films with the Duke 
and later became the beloved Festus 
Haggen in Gunsmoke. (Curtis also 
would marry Ford’s daughter.) 

The Irish Film Festival Part-
nered with IFI International 
2012, Culture Ireland, and The 
Arts Council of Ireland to make 
this first film festival a smashing 
success.  

For more information about 
joining the Irish Network-New 
Orleans, please go online to: 
irishnetworkneworleans.org. 

SIXTY YEARS OF THE QUIET MAN 
(Continued from page 13) 

Above.  Viewers wait eagerly in the Prytania Theater in New Orleans for the showing of 
John Ford’s classic The Quiet Man on its sixtieth anniversary. 

Below. John Ford (standing, left) with members of the cast of The Quiet Man, clockwise 
from right: Barry Fitzgerald (seated), Francis Feeney (Ford’s older brother), John Wayne, 
and Victor McLaglen. 


